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2 officers, suspect killed 
during Miami shootout 

By SUZETTE LABOY, 

Associated Press 

MIAMI - A shootout erupted Thursday in a notoriously 
crime-ridden section of Miami as a team of heavily armed law 
enforcement agents tried to serve a warrant, leaving two officers 
and a suspect dead, authorities said. 

Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Alvarez said the first officer had 
been shot once and died at the scene. The second officer, who 
was shot several times, was taken to a hospital and later died, 
Alvarez said. The officers and suspect were not immediately 
identified. 

Continued on Page A4 


AP Enterprise: Blackwater 
founder trains Somalis 



In a July, 21, 2008 file photo, 
ErikPrince, founder and CEO 
of Blackwater Worldwide is 
seen at Blackwater’s offices 
in Moyock, N.C. Prince, 
the controversial U.S. 
businessman whose company 
Blackwater Worldwide 
became synonymous with the 
use of private security forces 
in Iraq, has quietly taken on 
a new role helping to train 
troops in lawless Somalia. 

Associated Press 
Read Page 14 
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Prime Minister Mike Eman puts the corner stone for what will be the longest public 
park in the Caribbean. 
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More than 120 busted in Northeast Mafia crackdown 



By TOM HAYS, 

Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Federal 
authorities orchestrated one of 
the biggest Mafia takedowns 
in FBI history Thursday, 
charging 127 suspected 
mobsters and associates in 
the Northeast with murders, 
extortion and other crimes 
spanning decades. 

Past investigations have 
resulted in strategic strikes 
aimed at crippling individual 
crime families. This time, 


authorities used a shotgun 
approach, with some 800 
federal agents and police 
officers making scores 

of simultaneous arrests 

stemming from different mob 
investigations in New York, 
New Jersey and Rhode Island. 
They also used fanfare: 

Attorney General Eric Holder 
made a trip to New York to 
announce the operation at 
a news conference with the 
city’s top law enforcement 
officials. 


Holder called the arrests “an 
important and encouraging 
step forward in disrupting Fa 
CosaNostra’s operations.” But 
he and others also cautioned 
that the mob, while having 
lost some of the swagger of 
the John Gotti era, is known 
for adapting to adversity 
and finding new ways of 
making money and spreading 
violence. 

“Members and associates 
of Fa Cosa Nostra are 
among the most dangerous 
criminals in our country,” 
Holder said. “The very oath 
of allegiance sworn by these 
Mafia members during their 
initiation ceremony binds 
them to a life of crime.” 

In the past, the FBI has 
aggressively pursued and 
imprisoned the leadership 
of the city’s five Italian mob 
families, only to see ambitious 
underlings fill the vacancies, 
said Janice Fedarcyk, head of 
the FBI’s New York office. 
“We deal in reality, and the 


reality is that the mob, like 
nature, abhors a vacuum,” she 
said. 

However, the FBI has 
gained a recent advantage 
by cultivating a crop of mob 
figures willing to wear wires 
and testify against gangsters 
in exchange for leniency in 
their own cases. 

“The vow of silence that is 
part of the oath of omerta is 
more myth than reality today,” 
she said. 

In the latest cases, authorities 
say turncoats recorded 
thousands of conversations 
of suspected mobsters. 
Investigators also tapped their 
phones. 

In sheer numbers, the 
takedown eclipsed those from 
a highly publicized assault on 
the Gambino crime family 
in 2008, when authorities 
rounded up 62 suspects. All 
but one of the arrests resulted 
in guilty pleas. 

Among those arrested 
Thursday were union officials, 


two former police officers and 
a suspect in Italy. 

High-ranking members of 
the Gambino and Colombo 
crime families and the reputed 
former boss of organized 
crime in New England also 
were named in 16 federal 
indictments unsealed 

Thursday. 

The indictments listed colorful 
nicknames — Bobby Glasses, 
Vinny Carwash, Jack the 
Whack, Johnny Cash, Junior 
Follipops — and catalogued 
murders, extortion, arson and 
other crimes dating back 30 
years. 

One of the indictments 
charges a reputed Gambino 
boss, Bartolomeo Vemace, 
in a double murder in the 
Shamrock Bar in Queens in 
a dispute over a spilled drink. 
Another charges an alleged 
Colombo captain, Anthony 
Russo, in the 1993 hit on an 
underboss during the family’s 
bloody civil war.Q 





. 


Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 
when you earn 500 points 
today with your 
Alhambra Advantage Card! 

Alhambra cap may be substituted for t-shirt. 


Where 7\ruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 * 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


^ ’ \ ARUBA 

l~A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Super BINGO Saturday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 


Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 















On JFK 50th, Kennedy family 
gathers in Washington 


By BRETT ZONGKER, 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Fifty years ago Thursday, 
President John F. Kennedy told the world that 
“the torch had been passed to a new generation 
of Americans” whom he challenged to “ask not 
what your country can do for you — ask what 
you can do for your country.” 

Caroline Kennedy told The Associated Press 
that she has been thinking over her father’s 
oft-quoted inaugural speech on Jan 20, 1961, 
when he proclaimed that Americans “shall pay 
any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, 
support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure 
the survival and the success of liberty.” 

“I think he really expanded and redefined our 
idea of what it means to be a citizen — that 
everybody has something to contribute and 
everybody has something to give back to this 
country that’s given us so much,” Caroline 
Kennedy said. “It’s not just an obligation, but 
it’s really a rewarding experience and really a 
belief in government and politics as a noble 
profession.” 

Kennedy joined members of her father’s 
administration, civil rights activists, astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin and members of the first class 
of the Peace Corps — which JFK established 
— to mark the 35th president’s legacy at the 
Capitol on Thursday. 

Speaking at a ceremony in the Capitol’s rotunda, 
Vice President Joe Biden said Kennedy’s cause 
was to bring America back “to what it should 
be.” 

“His call to service literally, not figuratively, 
still resounds from generation to generation,” 
Biden said. 

The celebrations come as the Kennedy power 
in Washington has faded. For the first time 
in 63 years no one with the Kennedy name is 
serving in elected office. Patrick Kennedy of 
Rhode Island left the U.S. House this month. 
Caroline Kennedy said she wouldn’t be 
surprised if someone in her family returned 
to national politics — but that it probably 
wouldn’t be her. She flirted with a 2008 Senate 
bid in New York but bowed out. 

Instead, she is announcing a new “Ask Not” 
public service campaign with Jimmy Fallon 
aimed at youth as part of a series of events 
to reconnect the Kennedy legacy with a new 
generation. The spots featuring Fallon will 
air on Viacom, Comcast and CBS television 
channels to promote the new website JFK50. 
org. 

Caroline Kennedy hasn’t given up on politics, 
though. While many young people place a high 
value on volunteering and community service, 
she said politics has somehow become less 
attractive to them. And she wants to change 
that. 

“We hope they’ll see that it’s a continuum and 
you need the political process to solve these 
problems that they are already working on so 
hard,” she said. 

She also echoed President Barack Obama’s 


call in a much lauded speech last week to set 
an example for young people with the nation’s 
political discourse that has turned vicious 
at times. In his inauguration speech, JFK 
reminded people that even as the Cold War 
raged, “that civility is not a sign of weakness.” 
The anniversary will mark the opening of 
special exhibits at the Kennedy Presidential 
Library in Boston, featuring a handwritten draft 
of Kennedy’s inaugural address and the family 
Bible on which he was sworn in. Such items 
also can now be found online as the library has 
digitized many historical records and artifacts. 
Also Thursday, about 100 members of the 
Kennedy family with gather in Washington at 
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
It is opening three weeks of performances 
that will recreate moments from the Kennedy 
White House, nicknamed “Camelot.” 

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma will perform Thursday night, 
along with Paul Simon, the American Ballet 
Theatre and others. 

The National Symphony Orchestra will perform 
a new composition, “Remembering JFK (An 
American Elegy),” by Peter Lieberson. As part 
of the composition, Morgan Freeman will read 
from Kennedy’s famous speeches, including 
his inaugural address and his call for world 
peace at American University. 

Richard Dreyfuss, who has started his own 
initiative to restore civility to politics, will 
narrate subsequent performances with words 
from Kennedy. 

“John Kennedy really did extend the reach of 
the American people and said, like Lincoln said 
in a way, that our reach is farther than our grasp 
— and we should aim high,” Dreyfuss said, 
adding that no president since has challenged 
the public in the same way. 

“In a way, JFK was the high point of the 
American dream,” he said. “In order to go 
to the moon and back, all we did was say we 
could — and we did.” 

Part of that optimism came because the 
Kennedys believed the American culture had 
come of age and could lead the world, Caroline 
Kennedy said. 

JFK’s White House became known for 
its embrace of the arts. Caroline said she 
can remember as a young girl seeing dress 
rehearsals for ballet and musicals staged in 
the White House, though she can’t recall the 
famous performance by cellist Pablo Casals. 

“I think I was probably already put to bed when 
he started to play,” she said. 

Yo-Yo Ma will recreate that performance Jan. 
25. Opera singer Denyce Graves will perform 
a tribute to singer Grace Bumbry’s recital in 
the Kennedy White House on Feb. 1. And the 
American Ballet Theatre, a favorite of Jackie 
Kennedy’s, is performing through Sunday at 
the Kennedy Center. Other events will feature 
performances by children and disabled artists. 
It seemed like a natural fit as the center’s 
largest tribute to its namesake said Kennedy 
Center President Michael Kaiser. 
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FILE — U.S. President John F. Kennedy delivers his inaugural 
address after taking the oath of office at Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C. in this Jan. 20, 1961 file photo. The 14-minute inaugural’s 
Cold War-era content, shaped by a World War II veteran for a 
country on the brink of cultural upheaval, is certainly outdated. 
Were it uttered by a modern politician, Kennedy’s famous 6 ask 
not’ call to service might well be derided as a socialist pitch for 
more government. 6 Unfortunately, in today’s environment, 
speeches are more likely to say, ‘Ask not what you can do for 
your country, ask what you can do for your party,’ says Mark 
McKinnon, a former adviser to both Republicans and Democrats 
who recently helped establish the nonpartisan organization No 
Labels. 

(AP Photo, File) 
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MIAMI SHOOTOUT 
Continued fron Front Page 

Alvarez said a squad of Miami-Dade police officers — who are 
part of the career criminal unit of the warrants division — was 
serving a homicide warrant in the city’s impoverished Liberty 
City neighborhood. 

“This unit is very well-trained, very well-armed, and highly 
protects itself,” said Alvarez, a former police officer. “So they 
know what they’re doing. It was just a tragic incident that we 
see here too often in Miami-Dade, of a violent suspect who 
could care less.” 

Miami-Dade Police detective Edna Hernandez said a third 
officer was being treated at a hospital for minor injuries. 

Barry Golden, a spokesman for the U.S. Marshals Service in 
South Florida, said the officers were working with a Marshals 
fugitive task force. The task force works to arrest people wanted 
for crimes from all over the country. He didn’t immediately have 
details on what the task force had been working on Thursday. 
John Rivera, president of the Dade County Police Benevolent 
Association, said in an e-mail that the fallen officers were 
heroes. 

“These two officers were loving family members, friends and 
our neighbors. They wanted to serve their community and make 
it a better, safer place for all of us,” Rivera said. 

Two schools had been placed on lockdown as residents waited 
outside their homes in the neighborhood. Streets were blocked 
off with police tape as U.S. marshals walked the streets in riot 
gear. 

Liberty City was named for a housing project built in the 1930s 
for poor African-Americans. The area has never fully recovered 
from years of simmering racial tension and riots.Q 
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U.S. weighing all options 
for 9/11 trials: Holder 


NEW YORK - Attorney 
General Eric Holder on 
Thursday declined to rule 
out trying the men accused 
of planning the September 
11, 2001 attacks in federal 
criminal courts, despite 
efforts by Congress to force 
military trials. 

Holder also said President 
Barack Obama’s 

administration still was 
planningto close the military 
prison at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba where the terrorism 
suspects are being held. 
Obama pledged during his 
2008 presidential campaign 
to do so. 

Obama, however, recently 
signed legislation that 
included a provision barring 
the transfer of terrorism 
suspects to U.S. soil from 
the Guantanamo prison for 
prosecution or detention, 
effectively blocking trials 
in a federal criminal court. 
“We are still in the 
administration trying to 
work through how we 
will bring to justice those 
people who perpetrated 
those heinous acts on 
September 11,” Holder told 




reporters. “There is a new 
statute that has been passed 
by Congress that we have to 
try to deal with.” 

“We are still in the process 
of determining where the 
trials will be, what forum 
they will be in, and no 
decision has been made. 
Nothing is off the table as of 
yet,” Holder said at a news 
conference in New York to 
announce a crackdown on 
suspected Mafia members. 
The legislation remains 
effective until the end of 
September, 2011, though 
Obama has pledged in the 
interim to work to repeal 
the provisions or mitigate 
their effects and prevent 
Congress from re-adopting 
them. 

Republicans and even 
some of Obama’s fellow 
Democrats have opposed 
prosecuting the September 
11 suspects, including 
the self-professed 

mastermind Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, in federal 


courts, instead seeking 
military commissions at 
Guantanamo. 

Holder announced in late 
2009 that Mohammed 
and four of his alleged co¬ 
conspirators would be tried 
in a federal court in the heart 
of Manhattan, provoking 
concerns about security and 
giving them full U.S. legal 
rights. 

After an uproar from 
lawmakers, the White 
House last year shelved 
Holder’s plan. 

Holder also said the 
administration remained 
committed to closing the 
Guantanamo prison, which 
now holds 173 detainees 
and has drawn international 
condemnation because 
of harsh interrogations of 
suspects that took place 
there. 

“Guantanamo if you look at 
the intelligence, the current 
intelligence continues to 
serve as a recruiting tool for 
al Qaeda,” Holder said.Q 
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Giffords standing 
up and using iPad 


TUCSON, Arizona - Just 
12 days after she was shot in 
the head, U.S. Representative 
Gabrielle Giffords can stand 
with assistance, has tried to 
speak and is using an iPad, 
doctors and her husband said 
on Thursday. In a key turning 
point in the congresswoman’s 
recuperation, Giffords is to 
be moved on Friday from the 
Tucson hospital where she has 
remained since the shooting to 
a special rehabilitation facility 
in Houston, Texas. 

At a news conference on her 
last full day at University 
Medical Center in Tucson, 
doctors said she has come a 
long way in a short time given 
the severity of her injury. 

“She is beginning to stand with 
assistance, she is scrolling 
through an iPad these are all 
fantastic advances for her. 
They do show higher cognitive 
function,” Dr. Michael 
Lemole, chief of neurology at 
UMC told reporters. 

“But I do want to caution ... 
that she has a long road ahead 
of her,” he added. 

Giffords, 40, was shot through 
the head on January 8 when 
a gunman opened fire on a 
crowd of constituents gathered 
to meet her outside a Tucson 
supermarket. Six bystanders 
including a federal judge and 
a 9-year-old girl were killed, 


and 13 others were wounded, 
Giffords among them. 

A 22-year-old college 
dropout, Jared Lee Loughner, 
is charged with the shooting. 
Giffords’ husband, astronaut 
and shuttle commander 
Mark Kelly, said at the news 
conference he is confident his 
wife ultimately will “make a 
full recovery.” 

“I’ve told her that,” he said. 
“She’ll be walking and talking 
in two months. You’ll see her 
walking through the front 
door of this building.” 

Kelly said he believes his 
wife already has tried to speak 
but remains unable to do so 
because of the breathing tube 
inserted into her windpipe 
through her neck. 

“I feel she’s made some 
attempts,” he said. 

“She has a tracheostomy. 
Intellectually, she knows 
that’s there, She knows what 
that means. In my mind, she’s 
made some attempts.” 

Kelly also said he and his 
spouse are tremendously 
thankful for the outpouring of 
support they have received, 
especially from fellow 
residents of Tucson. 

“One of the first things 
Gabby’s going to want to do 
as soon as she’s able is to start 
writing thank-you notes, and 
I’ve already reminded her of 


that.” 

Dr. Peter Rhee, the hospital’s 
trauma medical director, was 
vague when asked how much 
Giffords is believed to know 
about the circumstances of 
the shooting. He said she has 
not been told much about 
the attack and doctors are 
unsure what if anything she 
remembers of the incident. 
Rhee said doctors planned 
later in the day to give Giffords 
what they suggested would be 
her first direct exposure to 


sunlight in 12 days by rolling 
her in a wheelchair onto an 
outdoor deck adjacent to the 
intensive care unit. 

On Friday, Giffords will 
be transported to the TIRR 
Memorial Hermann Institute 
for Rehabilitation and 
Research in Houston, a world- 
class facility that treats people 
for conditions ranging from 
brain and spinal cord injury 
to multiple sclerosis and 
Parkinson’s disease. 

The plan is to drive her from 


UMC to an airport in Tucson, 
then fly her by air ambulance 
to Houston, where she likely 
will be flown by helicopter 
to the Memorial Hermann 
facility, doctors said. 
Memorial Hermann is 
regarded as one of the leading 
facilities of its kind in the 
nation. Kelly said its relative 
proximity to Houston, where 
he has family and where 
NASA has a major presence, 
were also considerations in its 
selection.^ 


Chinese ads aim to soften 
Image in U.S., doubts remain 


NEW YORK - Seeking to soften its image 
among Americans, China has paid for a 
promotional video to appear on six giant 
screens in New York’s Times Square and on 
CNN, but experts doubt the campaign will 
change perceptions in the United States. 

The launch of the one-minute video, which 
state-run news agency Xinhua called part of 
a “public diplomacy campaign,” coincides 
with President Hu Jintao’s state visit to the 
United States. 

It is China’s latest effort to bolster its so-called 
“soft power” exerting influence through 
culture and lifestyle rather than coercion, 
experts said. 

The advertisement features a wide range of 
Chinese people including basketball star Yao 
Ming, pianist Lang Lang, astronaut Yang 
Liwei, supermodels and ordinary, smiling 
citizens in a video with banners touting 
Chinese wealth, talent, bravery and beauty. 

China, whose use of soft power began in 


earnest when it hosted the 2008 Olympics 
in Beijing, is spending billions of dollars to 
boost its image abroad including through 
Confucius Institutes that teach Chinese 
language and culture, according to Joseph 
Nye, a Harvard University professor of 
international relations. 

Confucius Institutes are located in various 
places around the world, including in the 
United States. 

“This campaign (the promotional videos) is 
consistent with their soft power efforts,” Nye 
said. “It’s useful for them to do, but I don’t 
think it will have a huge effect.” 

Nye said such campaigns are undercut by 
China’s actions like jailing human rights 
activist Liu Xiaobo, who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize last year. 

Thomas Cromwell, an expert who specializes 
in nation “branding,” said Americans already 
are exposed to many messages that have 
shaped their perceptions about China. 

Continued on Next Page 
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“A simple rebranding of this nature is not likely to achieve 
significant changes in perception,” said Cromwell, president 
of Washington-based East West Communications. 

“The campaign does not address the core internationa 
concerns about China, even tangentially.” 

Opinion polls indicate that Americans are split in their views 
of China, with concern expressed about Chinese human 
rights practices, trade policies and environmental record. 

A Pew Research Center poll this month found that just 22 
percent of Americans called China an “adversary” but 43 
percent saw it as a “serious problem.” An earlier Pew pol 
found that 49 percent of Americans express a favorable 
opinion of China, while 36 percent felt unfavorably. 

CHINA AS A THREAT 

Ahead of last November’s U.S. congressional elections, 
some politicians aired campaign ads portraying China as a 
threat. 

U.S. lawmakers accuse China of keeping its exports 
artificially cheap and taking U.S. jobs. The United States 
also wants China to allow its currency, the yuan, to rise more 
rapidly to help shrink Washington’s trade deficit. 

Countries often pay to air television advertisements in othei 
nations to try to bolster their image to attract tourists anc 
investment. For example, after the Balkan conflicts in the 
1990s, Croatia promoted its beaches and quaint towns to 
rebrand itself as a tourist destination. 

The Chinese video will be shown 300 times daily in Times 
Square until February 14 and will run on CNN, the cable 
television news network, through February 13, according to 
Xinhua. 

Reactions of people who saw the video on giant screens by a 
plaza in Times Square where tourists come to buy Broadway 
show tickets were mixed. 

“They are just like us,” Mike Walsh, 53, from Baltimore, 
who was in New York to go to a Broadway show, said aftei 
seeing the video. 

Donna Perluke, 47, from New Jersey said that while the 
video projected a positive image of China she could not 
ignore “how they treat their own people.” 

Sun Tie, 53, who said he recently moved to 
New York from China, came to Times Square 
especially to see the ad. “I’m very happy 
because China looks very handsome,” he said.Q 


Joblessclaimsfallmorethanexpected 



WASHINGTON - U.S. 
claims for initial jobless 
benefits last week posted their 
biggest decline in nearly a 
year, erasing a holiday-related 
spike to show a trend toward 
a healthier labor market 
remained intact. 

The number of Americans 
filing for first-time 
unemployment benefits 
dropped sharply to 404,000 
from a downwardly revised 
reading of441,000 in the prior 
week, the Fabor Department 
said on Thursday. 

The 37,000 drop in claims 
was the biggest since the 
week that ended Febmary 6, 
when claims fell by 51,000. 
Analysts had expected 
weekly jobless claims to fall 
to 420,000. 

“The trend of the last three 
months is clearly downward. 
The pace of layoffs is clearly 
lower,” said Christopher 
Fow, chief economist at FTN 
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Financial in New York. But 
he added: “Hirings are still 
fmstratingly slow.” 

A Fabor Department official 
said the larger-than-expected 
decline was partly explained 
by jobless claims returning 
to trend after the big rise the 
earlier week. 

The big spike in the week 
ended January 8 may have 
reflected a backlog of claims 
built up over the holiday 
season. 

The Fabor Department data 
corresponds to the survey 
week for the government’s 
closely watched report on 


employment, which will be 
released on Feb 4. The jobless 
rate has remained stubbornly 
high, and was reported at 9.4 
percent in December. 

U.S. stock index futures 
trimmed declines after the 
data, while U.S. Treasury 
bond prices added to losses. 
The dollar was slightly 
stronger against the euro. 

The four-week moving 
average of new claims, which 
strips out short-term volatility, 
dropped by 4,000 to 411,750. 
Economists say getting the 
four-week average for new 
jobless claims below 400,000 
would be an important signal 
the lofty unemployment rate 
was set to come down. 
Continuing claims fell to 3.86 
million in the week ended 
January 8, the lowest level in 
over two years. 

However, the total number of 
Americans on benefit rolls, 
including extended benefits 
under emergency government 
programs, jumped to 9.6 
million in the week ended 
January 1 from 9.2 million the 
prior week.Q 


Wal-Mart unveils healthier 
food program 


CHICAGO - Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc unveiled a plan to promote 
healthier and more affordable 
foods at its stores, a move that 
was eagerly endorsed by the 
U.S. first lady and one that 
could push food companies to 
overhaul products. 

The initiative comes as the 
world’s largest retailer tries to 
overcome political and union 
opposition to its expansion 
in urban areas like New York 
City, Chicago and Washington, 
D.C., by touting its ability 
to bring lower-priced fruits, 
vegetables and other healthy 
foods to “food deserts” in 
cities and rural areas that lack 
traditional grocery chains. 
Michelle Obama leads an 
administration initiative to 


combat child obesity and has 
already pushed food makers 
to quickly reformulate food to 
make it healthier. 

The first lady joined Wal-Mart 
executives as they announced 
the plan in Washington on 
Thursday and said she was 
“thrilled about Wal-Mart’s new 
nutrition charter.” 

“To say I’m excited is probably 
an understatement because 
we’re really gaining some 
momentum on this issue,” Mrs. 
Obama said, speaking in front 
of crates packed with fruits 
and vegetables. “We are seeing 
a fundamental shift in our 
national conversation about 
how we make and sell food. 
That’s something that wasn’t 
happening just a year ago.”Q 



Menu Turistico 

3 course dinner 

$19.95 p.p. 


Open daily from: 
5:30-11:00 p.m. 


A unique outdoor dining experience in the 
tropical garden at the poolside terrace. 
Enjoy tasteful pastas, pizzas and seafood 
specialties prepared with the freshest 
ingredients. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino L}iot°Q/io 


For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: giorgios@manchebo.com 








































Dutch consider 
doing island 
business risky 

ROTTERDAM--Curasao 
and St. Maarten have 
been downgraded on the 
Political Risk Map 2011 of 
international financial and 
insurance broker Aon where it 
comes to doing safe business. 
The islands were placed in the 
risk category “medium-low.” 
Last year the Netherlands 
Antilles, then still a country, 
scored “low.” Aruba’s 
position remained unchanged: 
“medium-low.” Puerto Rico 
and Barbados had a similar 
score. 

The report makers called 
it “striking” that of the 19 
countries placed in a higher 
risk group this year compared 
to the previous year, the 
majority were located in the 
Caribbean. Besides Curasao 
and St. Maarten, these 
were: Antigua and Barbuda, 
the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Bermuda, the Cayman 
Islands, the Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, Haiti, St. 
Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 
and Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Dominican Republic and 
Jamaica were rated “medium- 
high,” Cuba “high” and Haiti 
“very high,” meaning that it is 
highly unsafe to do business 
in the latter country. Of all 
countries and islands in the 
Caribbean, only the US Virgin 
Islands and Guadeloupe 
scored better. They were 
placed in the risk category 
“low.” According to Aon, 
decreasing tourism numbers 
have an adverse effect on the 
economies of the Caribbean 
nations. Stricter credit 
conditions at commercial 
banks increase chances of 
default and national debts that 
cannot be paid. 

“Political risks remain 
important influencing factors 
for companies looking for 
opportunities in upcoming 
markets in 2011,” stated Marc 
van Nuland, management 
member at Aon Risk 
Solutions. □ 


Remembering 25 years of independence 


Aruba’s PM inaugurates Status Apart Stamps 




ORANJESTAD - A special 
presentation was held this 
week with Aruba’s Prime 
Minister Mike Eman 
launching a new stamp 
commemorating Aruba’s 25 
years of Status Apart. The 
moment was very emotional 
as those present took the time 
to reflect on the past and the 


celebration of Aruba’s history. 
Prime Minister Eman made a 
special speech at this special 
event on Tuesday at Post 


Aruba N. V. not only reflecting 
on the past but on Aruba’s 
“dushi” futures still to come. 
The stamps symbolize Aruba’s 


Culture, Heroes, Pioneers, 
Liberty, Economy, Social and 
the Future of Aruba. 

Continued on Page A10 


Aruba.com Receives Top Award at Caribbean Marketplace 

utilizing Facebook Twitter 
and a chat form. 



ORANJESTAD 
Congratulations to www. 
aruba.com for being recipient 
of the impressive Caribbean 
Tourism Web Award 2011 in 
the category of Tourist Board. 
This honor was bestowed at 
the Caribbean Marketplace 
of the Caribbean Hotel & 
Tourism Association (CHTA) 


held in Jamaica. 

This award was presented by 
TravelMole, the first online 
community for the travel and 
tourism industry, established 
in 1998. Today TravelMole. 
com and TravelMole.tv 
publishes 15 newsletters and 
broadcasts videos to more than 
550,000 travel and tourism 


professionals and 30,000,000 
million consumers in 132 
countries worldwide. 
www.aruba.com was selected 
based on the criteria that the 
website immediately conveys 
to visitors that Aruba is a 
destination with friendly 
and unique people and it is 
completely pro -social media, 


Every year, CHTA organizes 
the Caribbean Marketplace, 
regarded as the foremost 
Caribbean travel meeting 
of the year. Aruba itself 
hosted this successful event 
in January 2007, setting up 
a huge tent across from the 
Radisson Aruba Resort for 
1000 international visitors to 
meet and sign contracts. This 
year, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
is host. 

CHTA was founded in 1962 
and represents a large group 
of hospitality companies in 
the private sector. 36 hotel 
associations, more than 850 
hotels with about 125,000 
rooms, and more than 600 
suppliers belong to the CHTA. 
Mario Arends, Branding & 
Advertising Specialist of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority, 
is pictured receiving this 
prestigious award, together 
with another website winner 
in a different category. □ 
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TWO BACK 


ARUBA 


For more information ask your taxi driver 




RENAISSANCE® including, airfare, hotel plus a $500 
aruba resort & casino Renaissance Gift Certificate 



Aruba to create longest park in the Caribb 


Groundbreakii 
held for Arab 



ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
Linear Park broke ground 
yesterday with the Prime 
Minister of Aruba Mike Eman 
together with Minister of 
Tourism Otmar Oduber and 
Minister of Infrastructure 
Benny Sevinger. This project 
will become the largest park 
of its kind in the Caribbean. 




The ten of ten miles park will stai 
the Reina Beatrix Airport and cont 
all the way to Arashi Beach near 
California Lighthouse. 

The park will be built over an exter 
time period and in phases due to finar 
restrictions. The first phase, which bi 
ground yesterday, will extend from 
Las Americas Round-about next to 
talk of the town up to Wilhelmina 1 
next to the Renaissance Marketpl 
The cost of this project is approxima 
4.8 million Aruban florins. 

The major of the funds for the Ai 
Linear Park will be financed by 
Tourism Product Enhancement F 
(TPEF), generated partially from h 
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room taxes. 

The Linear Park will include 
a cycling path, walking path, 
adequate lighting, sheltered 
areas, parking spaces, public 
bathrooms, kiosks and 
showcasing a great location 
for organizing different 
activities. 

The first phase of the project 
which broke ground yesterday 
at Neptali Henriquez Park 
is expected to be completed 
within six months. □ 
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starting at $8.95 p/p. 
Birthday parties? Wedding 
Rehearsal Dinners? Family 
Reunions, we love those, 
and always take very good 
care of our guests! 


Open from 11:00 am to 
10:00 pm Monday to 
Saturday 

5:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Sunday 

Located downtown first 
floor Aventura Mall behind 
The Renaissance Resort 
Telephone: 588-5695 


Dinner is always a Genuine Spanish Experience 

Casa Tua Barcelona hosts Special Show on Wednesday and Friday 


ORANJESTAD - What 
a surprise!!! This old 
warehouse transformed 
into a typical Spanish or 
Italian town’s square, with 
its gurgling fountain, French 
lamp-post and lime-washed 
walls features an open Pizza 


Atelier, under a small country 
hut, covered with old hand¬ 
made roof tiles. 

Opened downtown 

Oranjestad two years ago, the 
restaurant dishes reflect this 
inter-cultural relationship 
of Spanish, French and 


Italian cuisine, all served in a 
friendly, casual setting. 

On the menu, a wide variety 
of Spanish Tapas, appetizers 
starting at $2.95, and plentiful 
Paellas, made daily, filled 
with mussels, clams, shrimp, 
pork loin and chicken. The 
menu also boats famous Pata 
Negra ham, Chorizo, and 
other specialty dry-cured pork 
sausage. 

Naturally, the restaurant’s 
whole Grilled Red Snapper, 
fresh fish fillets and beef 
tenderloins are all cooked “Ala 
“Plancha,” with just a sprinkle 
of olive oil, representing a 
healthy Mediterranean life¬ 
style. Patrons also favor the 
restaurant irresistible thin- 
crust pizza, baked according 
to a secret family recipe, 
topped with Casa Tua infused 
spicy olive oil, a signature 
condiment for Casa Tua 
restaurants on the Island. 

To complete this Spanish 
experience and make it 
truly unforgettable, Angela 
Croes, the local Song-Diva, 


Special food combos are 
available for lunch weekdays, 


You really don’t want to miss 
such an enchanting voice and 
spectacular show. 

From the dramatic Spanish 
ballads to the catchy warm 
Flamenco music of the Gypsy 
Kings, Angela delivers a night 
of fun and emotion.... 


a native of Spain, a golden 
recording artist, will perform 
all Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 8pm with her daughter 
and Spanish-Aruban guitar 
talents. 
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Remembering 25 years of independence 


Continued from Page A7 
The stamps also show the 
beauty of the island from the 
inside out for Aruban’s to be 


proud of and for the rest of the 
world to see. 

The celebration of 25 years 
of Status Apart will continue 


with a grand celebration for 
Aruba’s National Flag and 
Anthem Day on March 18, 

2011.Q 


CELEBRATE 




CRYSTAL CASINO 




LOiiUiiia 


mi m i - in a ii ■ 


SEAPORT CAS NO 


BET CO DAY 

SPECIAL 

BINGO 


DOUBLE 

THE 

POINTS 


NOS LIBERTADOR 

BETICO CROES 

FREE SLOT 

TOURNAMENT 


ENTERTAINMENT 


CAHA Dl 

ORGEL 


STARTING AT 
2 PM 


STARTING AT 
4:30 PM -11 PM 


STARTING AT 
8 PM 


STARTING AT 
10 AM - 2 PM 


CRYSTAL SEAPORT 


For more information please call 5836000 ext. 6318 or ext. 6437. 

Visit us at www.arubacrystalcasinos.com | Race 8 Sports Book ext.6408 or ext. 6451 

Management reserves the right to change or cancel this campaign. All specials are only valid on January 25th. 
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Human Hints 


Curacao sports hero spotted in NewZealand 


Karma 2 

Yesterday, we discussed the idea of karma. We concluded that 
it’s not as simple as feeling the pain that we cause others because 
our Destiny cannot depend on other’s reactions to us, or on grey 
circumstances of Life. What does karma depend on? 

Carl Jung agrees with Buddhism, which says that karma is a result 
of our unresolved internal conflicts. Jung once said, “When an 
inner situation is not made conscious, it appears outside as fate.” 
This seems to have nothing to do with people’s interactions?or 
does it? Our internal conflicts, our karma, arise from human 
interaction, so our karma does depend on our reaction to others, 
our internal conflicts. 

We have revealed one component of karma, our reaction to 
others. That is only half of the equation. Like it or not, we all 
affect each other. How we affect other people is up to them. The 
way we try to affect them is up to us, and our intention is the 
other half of the karma equation. 

If you find yourself in a situation where you must hurt someone 
else in order to save your self, the importance of intention 
becomes obvious. What if you must kill one person in order to 
save thousands, or to defend your family? Personal Intention 
behind an action is often the only guidance available when faced 
with an unclear direction. This doesn’t mean anything goes. It’s 
still wrong to hurt people if it can be avoided. Make sure you 
exhaust all other options before deciding to hurt anyone. 

Our Personal Karma is defined by two factors: How we react to 
others and our intentions toward others. This keeps our Karma 
independent from that which we cannot control, and makes us 
each personally responsible for our own personal interactions 
and reactions. When we become aware of our own intentions, 
we learn the difference between good and bad. When we become 
aware of our reactions, we can change them. 

Until Tomorrow? 

~Quentin Danziger 

Quentin has over 20 years experience balancing what we refer to 
as the Real World, with science and spirit. He has held positions 
of responsibility and authority, received a Bachelor of Science 
in Engineering Physics from Colorado School of Mines, and 
has studied many avenues of alternative thought. HumanHints 
is the culmination of his knowledge, experience and practice. 
These free daily emails detail concrete, real-world techniques to 
consciously create any future you chose, while in the throes of 
daily life created by outdated modes of thought. 

HumanHints.com, PO Box 997, Vail, CO 81658 
Copyright HumanHints. All Rights Reserved.□ 


A FUNNY thing happened to 
Curacao athlete Jean-Julien 
Rojer in New Zealand last 
week. 

He actually ran into a tennis 
fan from his own country. 
Which would hardly be 
worthy of mention if Rojer 
hailed from Croatia, Sweden, 
Scotland or Australia. 
Melbourne Park during 
Australian Open fortnight is 
chock full of international 
visitors and locals decked 
out in the distinctive Croatian 
chequerboard or bearing the 
ubiquitous blue and gold 
Swedish face paint. 

Ditto for kilt-clad fans of 
Andy Murray and the Oi Oi 
Oi brigade. 

But Rojer is from the tiny 
Caribbean island of Curacao, 
population approximately 
130,000. Curacao’s biggest 
sporting heroes are a handful 
of Major League baseballers 
headed by Andruw Jones and 
sprinter Churandy Martina - 
who finished second to Usain 
Bolt in the 200m at the Beijing 
Olympics before unluckily 
being disqualified. 

And then there’s the 29-year- 
old Rojer, the country’s only 
tennis pro and a doubles 
specialist who is enjoying the 
best form of his career since 
pairing up midway through 
last year with American Eric 
Butorac. 

After winning titles together 
in Tokyo and Stockholm in 
October, the Rojer-Butorac 
partnership continues to 
prosper. 

They came back from a set 


Buccaneer Restaurant 
Early Bird Special 

3 Course Entree $23.95 per person 5:30-7y00pm 


Appetizer 


Entree 


Dessert 


Fish Soup 
Chicken Soup 
Escargot 
Crab Cakes 


For Reservations 
Please call (297) 586-6172 
or email us at: 
info@buccaneeraruba. com 



Breaded Fresh Catch With Coconut Shrimp Carmel Flan 
8 oz. Twin Tenderloin with Mushrooms Ice Cream 

Roasted Half Chicken Coffee or Tea 


Cannot be combined with any promotions 


Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:30pm - 10pm 
Located between hi & low rises 


Come on in and relax with 3 Decades of delicious entrees served by 
our friendly staff and dine under our underwater grotto setting. 



down on Wednesday to win 
their opening-round doubles 
clash against Andrey Golubev 
of Kazakhstan and Denis 
Istomin from Uzbekistan. 

The match took place on 
court 21, which, numerically 
and figuratively speaking at 
Melbourne Park, is as far as 
you can get from the bright 
lights of Rod Laver Arena. 
The likes of Roger Federer 
and Lleyton Hewitt have been 
coming to the Australian Open 
for more than a decade but it’s 
a fair bet they couldn’t find it 
without a map and a guide. 
Call Court 21 the outsiders’ 
outside court. 

There were probably 100 fans 
dotted around the court on 
Wednesday, none of whom 


were bedecked in national 
colours. 

The scene was pretty similar 
last week at the Auckland 
Classic. 

With one notable difference. 
“There was actually this lady 
in the crowd from Curacao,” 
Rojer said.. 

“She called me after the 
match and said she was bom 
in Willemstad, which is our 
capital. 

“It was amazing, it was 
almost the first time I had met 
someone from Curacao at one 
of my matches in a place like 
that. 

“But I get a lot of pride from 
coming from Curacao and 
representing them the best I 
can.’Q 



Open daily from 5:30PM-10:00PM 
Conveniently located past the 
Old Dutch Mill on the corner 
of Sasaki Highway. 

Look for the 2-story building 

Reservation recommended 
at Tel: 586-1115/565-6644 

Don'T miss our Uedresdav 5 Friday 

tnTERTflinmoiT mom 6:00Pm - 8:00PIII 

Discount on F&B 

(cannot be combined with any other promotion) 


10% DISCOUNT ON A^LAjCARTE MENU 

Breezes Restaurant 

&?Bamboo Lounge 

We dare to be deliciously different” 

Make the Breezes Experience a Must! on your 
vacation and be amazed with Quality, 
Service and Superb Caribbean 
and International Cuisine 

DA Prime Steaks 
& Poultry 
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Understanding the House Vote 
to Repeal Health Care Reform 

WASHINGTON, DC - On Wednesday, the House approved a 
measure to repeal the Affordable Care Act, otherwise known 
as President Obama’s health care reform plan. The vote was 
largely read as symbolic, as it is extremely unlikely to gain 60 
votes in the Senate, where Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
says he will not bring it for a vote. Even if it did make it through 
a Senate vote, President Obama would be sure to veto it. So 
does this matter, then? And if so, how and why? 

Repeal Is Popular (Sort of) “People do want to repeal health 
reform,” The Atlantic’s Chris Good explains, “ when given 
only two options: repeal it or leave it the same. At least that’s 
what some major polls tell us.” He cites polls by Gallup and 
Opinion Research, which show a small majority prefer “repeal” 
to keeping it the same. However, “When poll respondents are 
given a broader range of options, the picture is a little different. 
Some pollsters have asked whether people want to repeal the 
law; change it so that it does less; keep it; or change it so that it 
does more.” In this case, only about a quarter want repeal. 

Big Challenge Will Be Agreeing on Alternative Plan The 
New York Times’ David Herszenhom and Robert Pear write 
that “the next steps will be much more difficult, as [those 
opposing Obama’s health care reform] try to forge consensus 
on alternatives emphasizing ‘free market solutions’ to control 
health costs and expand coverage. Republicans said their 
package would probably include proposals to allow sales of 
health insurance across state lines; to help small businesses 
band together and buy insurance; to limit damages in medical 
malpractice suits; and to promote the use of health savings 
accounts, in combination with high-deductible insurance 
policies.” 

No GOP Interest in Building Plan The Washington Post’s 
Ezra Klein fumes that Republicans “ducked the hard work and 
highest responsibilities of governance.” He writes, “isn’t the 
first time health-care policy has come up in Washington. If the 
GOP had wanted to offer a plan of their own, there are plenty 
they could’ve taken off the shelf. If they’d needed more time, 
well, there was no hurry. But they didn’t take more time, or 
dust off an existing piece of legislation. Backwards was good 
enough.” 

After Symbolic Vote, ‘Real Work Begins’ Former Bush 
speechwriter David Frum writes, “Okay, so we got that out 
of our system. Fine. Now, some serious work. As I see it, 
Republicans have 2 most urgent concerns with the healthcare 
bill.” He cites “the tax mechanism” and “the added Medicaid 
burden on states.” Republicans should move on from symbolic 
acts, he says, and try to really solve these problems.□ 


Motown or GhostownP Ruin Porn In Detroit 


WASHINGTON, DC - You’ve seen the 
pictures of Detroit: empty schools, abandoned 
skyscrapers, tumbleweeds blowing down the 
streets. The haunting shell of the Michigan 
Central Station. You’ve heard the stories, too: 
a house for 100 dollars! Motor City has gone 
belly up, the city that represented so much about 
post-war optimism in the United States turned 
derelict and defunct ghost-metropolis. The 
post-recession images of hopelessness have 
almost become a genre of their own ruin porn, 
some have called it. Andrew Moore’s Detroit 
Disassembled and Yves Marchand and Romain 
Meffre’s upcoming The Ruins of Detroit are 
two recent examples of glossy photo books 
that depict the urban decay in Detroit, and the 
similarly-themed documentary Requiem for 
Detroit? was released last year. Most of us have 
been content to let these images stand in for a 
city that we have never been to and may never 
go to. 

Some of Motown’s residents are speaking 
out, however, against the artists who drop 
in on writing assignments and photography 
projects to turn the image of a city’s pain into 
a curiosity. Is Detroit the car crash we can take 
our eyes off ? Is it wrong of us to stare? Or 
is there something more profound in these 
striking images of abandonment? 

Detroit Today Is Your City Tomorrow Detroit 
has always been a bellwether of crisis in 
America as well as a representation of certain 
bedrock ideals, writes John Patrick Leary in 
Guernica. “Photographs like Moore, Marchand, 
and Meffre’s succeed, at least, in compelling 
us to ask the questions necessary to put this 
story together Detroit’s story, but also the 
increasingly-familiar story of urban America in 
an era of prolonged economic crisis. That they 
themselves fail to do so testifies not only to the 
limitations of any still image, but our collective 
failure to imagine what Detroit’s future our 
collective urban future holds for us all.” 

‘Ruin Porn’ Is a Reflection of Our Own 
Mortality, says Kyle Chayka on Hyperallergic. 
“In the apex of our era of high-flying capitalism, 
Detroit ruin pom functions as just such a 
momento mori, a call to remember that the same 


fate as Motor City could befall all of our great 
cities, all of our unstable accomplishments. I 
think Detroit min pom is so popular, and such 
a well-traveled visual avenue, in part because 
we want to be reminded that it could all fail. 
The voyeurism isn’t just gawking at the old 
buildings; it’s gawking at the possibility and 
the danger of death.” 

Poverty Looks a Little Too Good on Film 
“Poverty, systemic failures of government and 
any sense of progress all of this overshadowed 
by the photogenic qualities of a good slant 
of sunlight cutting through the lobby of an 
abandoned public library,” notes Andrew 
Sargus Klein on Splicetoday. “It’s almost as 
if the photos are too beautiful ... Look at our 
professional execution; look at the framing, 
the lighting, the visual play of iron tracery and 
peeling paint, dust and sunlight and negative 
space.” 

Ruin Pom Is Counter-Productive, laments 
Matthew Newton on Thought Catalog. 

What’s problematic about this approach is that 
it does little but gawk at the cities and people in 
distress. In other words, it actually contributes 
to the problem by fueling the notion that Detroit 
(and depressed cities like it) are beyond help. 
The glut of disaster porn photography currently 
cycling on the Internet has outsiders convinced 
Detroit is a post-apocalyptic wasteland, devoid 
of hope or humanity. If anything, this is 
counterintuitive [sic] to the potential good art 
can do. 

People Live There, Too Michigan Radio has 
a podcast and article online that includes the 
perspective of two Detroit photographers 
whose work focuses on the living side of the 
city. “Roman Blanquart and Brian Widdis 
got so fed up a couple years ago with people 
parachuting in from all over the word to take 
pictures of the so called ‘mins’ of Detroit 
they responded with their own website called 
Can’t Forget the Motor City,” which focuses 
on pictures of things like “Mexican teens 
swinging on a park swing set, a pregnant couple 
embracing, a group of people dancing at John’s 
Carpet House, a weekly summer blues jam in 
an abandoned lot. ”□ 
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S. Korea accepts N. Korean proposal for defense talks 


KIM KWANG-TAE 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korea has accepted 
a North Korean proposal to 
hold high-level defense talks 
following months of soaring 
tensions, in a breakthrough 
announced after the U.S. and 
China urged them to improve 
communication. 

Any talks could prove 
significant if Seoul and 
Pyongyang can put aside 
military and political 
animosity and lay the 
groundwork for a resumption 
of long -stalled international 
negotiations on ending North 
Korea’s nuclear programs. 
Lower-level defense talks 
last year foundered over 
the issue of the sinking of a 
South Korean naval ship in 
disputed waters. The agenda 
this time should include North 
Korean assurances that it will 
take “responsible measures” 
over the ship sinking and the 
shelling of a South Korean 
island and not provoke further 
conflict, said Chun Hae- 
sung, a spokesman for South 
Korea’s Unification Ministry, 
which is in charge of inter- 


Korean affairs. 

North Korea launched artillery 
at a South Korean island in 
November in an attack that 
killed four people. It denies, 
however, attacking the navy 
ship Cheonan that sank in 
March, killing 46 sailors. 
Inter-Korean relations have 
been complicated by a power 
transition under way in the 
North, where leader Kim Jong 
II is believed to be grooming 
his youngest son Kim Jong Un 
to succeed him. Some analysts 
say the ship sinking and the 
artillery attack were carried 
out to display the younger 
Kim’s mettle to North Korea’s 
military and bolster his 
legitimacy as the next leader. 
In a letter to South Korea’s 
defense minister on Thursday, 
North Korea’s defense chief 
proposed holding talks in early 
February to ease tensions and 
“express opinions” about the 
two incidents, the North’s 
official Korean Central News 
Agency reported Friday. 

North Korea has taken “a firm 
stance to resolve” all pending 
military issues, including 
the Cheonan sinking and the 
island bombing, in the high- 



Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez speaks to supporters at 
a square in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2011. 
Opposition lawmakers gained a bigger presence and a platform 
to challenge Chavez at the new national Assembly, though the 
congress’ powers will be limited by a recent measure letting the 
president enact laws by decree. Venezuela’s new Congress had its 
first session Wednesday. 

Associated Press 

CHRISTOPHER TOOTHAKER 
Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — President Hugo Chavez 
said Thursday he won’t relinquish special legislative powers 
— a possibility he raised last week as a means of seeking 
reconciliation with Venezuela’s opposition. 

Chavez’s offer to reduce the period of time he has to enact laws 
by decree through the “Enabling Law” surprised opposition 
leaders, who welcomed his overture while expressing doubts 
regarding the president’s call for mutual respect and dialogue 



In this photo released by the South Korean Army via Yonhap, South Korean Army soldiers run 
out from a Black Hawk helicopter during an exercise to prepare for possible aggression by North 
Korea in Jindo, south of Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011. South Korea has welcomed 
an agreement between leaders of the United States and China on the need to maintain peace and 
stability on the Korean peninsula and achieve its denuclearization. 


level talks, KCNA said. 

“The Korean peninsula is at 
the crucial crossroads to war 
or peace,” KCNA said. 

The North’s defense chief 
also proposed preliminary 
meetings in late January to 
discuss details of the high- 
level talks. The South said it 
will also propose separate talks 
with North Korea to verify its 
commitment to abandoning its 
nuclear programs. 


South Korea had rejected 
earlier North Korean calls 
for unconditional dialogue as 
insincere. South Korea has 
also called for an apology 
from the North. 

“North Korea may make 
gestures in the talks that can 
be accepted by South Korea,” 
said Jeon Kyong-mann, an 
analyst at the state-run Korea 
Institute for Defense Analyses 
in Seoul. 


Associated Press 
The two countries’ defense 
chiefs last met in Pyongyang 
in November 2007, a month 
after the second summit 
between the leaders of their 
countries. 

On Wednesday, President 
Barack Obama and his Chinese 
counterpart Hu Jintao agreed 
in talks in Washington on the 
importance of maintaining 
peace and stability on the 
Korean peninsula, and said 
that communication between 
the Koreas is a key element 
for any progress. 

“The United States and China 
emphasized the importance 
of an improvement in North- 
South relations and agreed 
that sincere and constructive 
inter-Korean dialogue is an 
essential step,” they said. 
They stressed the importance 
of an early resumption of six- 
nation negotiations on North 
Korea’s nuclear programs. 
The Obama-Hu talks were 
closely watched in South 
Korea, which has a decades- 
long security alliance with 
Washington, while China is 
North Korea’s only major 
ally. 

On Thursday, White House 
spokesman Robert Gibbs 
called the agreement on 
military talks “an important 
step forward” and a “positive 
step.” U.S. State Department 
spokesman Mark Toner 
said it was welcome, “but, 
obviously, we’d stress that it’s 
important that North Korea 
continue to take meaningful 
steps to improve inter-Korean 
relations. ”□ 


Chavez says he won’t 
give up decree powers 

between political rivals. 

“I’m not going to return the Enabling Law,” said Chavez, 
speaking in a televised address. “I made a call to encourage 
courteous and respectful dialogue, but look at their response.” 
Chavez first said that he needed special legislative powers for 
18 months, which were approved by a lame-duck congress 
dominated by his allies in December, to swiftly approve 
disaster-relief measures after severe floods and mudslides that 
left thousands homeless last year. 

But last week, Chavez said lawmakers could reduce the period 
from a year and a half to 5 months. 

Critics have accused Chavez of using the “Enabling Law” 
to sidestep congressional controls by lawmakers in the new 
legislature, which was sworn in earlier this month. 

Opposition lawmakers note that Chavez’s allies gave him 
authority to legislate in a wide range of areas including land- 
reform initiatives and Venezuela’s economic system — not just 
measures aimed at helping Venezuelans displaced by the floods. 
Opposition lawmaker Jesus Paraqueima scoffed at Chavez’s 
argument that he requires special powers to aid those affected 
by the floods. “It’s not necessary,” Paraqueima said in a 
telephone interview. “If he needs an increased budget to help 
the homeless, we’d gladly approve it.” 

Chavez’s ruling party has a strong majority in the assembly, but 
opponents gained ground in September congressional elections, 
winning 67 of the assembly’s 165 seats. Their gains prevented 
Chavez allies from obtaining the two-thirds majority needed to 
pass some types of legislation.□ 
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AP Enterprise: Blackwater founder trains Somalis 



In a July, 21, 2008 file photo, Erik Prince, founder and CEO of 
Blackwater Worldwide is seen at Blackwater’s offices in Moyock, 
N.C. Prince, the controversial U.S. businessman whose company 
Blackwater Worldwide became synonymous with the use of 
private security forces in Iraq, has quietly taken on a new role 
helping to train troops in lawless Somalia. 

Associated Press 


KATHARINE HOURELD 
Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Erik 
Prince, whose former company 
Blackwater Worldwide became 
synonymous with the use of 
private U.S. security forces 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
quietly taken on a new role 
in helping to train troops in 
lawless Somalia. 

Prince is involved in a 
multimillion-dollar program 
financed by several Arab 
countries, including the United 
Arab Emirates, to mobilize 
some 2,000 Somali recruits to 
fight pirates who are terrorizing 
the African coast, according to a 


person familiar with the project 
and an intelligence report seen 
by The Associated Press. 
Prince’s name has surfaced 
in the Somalia conflict amid 
the debate over how private 
security forces should be used 
in some of the world’s most 
dangerous spots. Blackwater, 
now known as Xe Services, 
became a symbol in Washington 
of contractors run amok after a 
series of incidents, including 
one in 2007 in which its guards 
were charged with killing 14 
civilians in the Iraqi capital. 

A U.S. federal judge later 
threw out the charges on the 
grounds that the defendants’ 


constitutional rights were 
violated. Last year, Iraq’s 
Interior Ministry gave all 
contractors who had worked 
with Blackwater at the time of 
the shooting one week to get 
out of the country or face arrest 
for visa violations. 

Though Somali pirates have 
seized ships flying under 
various flags, most governments 
are reluctant to send ground 
troops to wipe out pirate havens 
in a nation that has been in 
near-anarchy for two decades 
and whose weak U.N.-backed 
administration is confined to 
a few neighborhoods of the 
capital. The forces now being 
trained are intended to help fill 
that void. They will also go after 
a warlord linked to Islamist 
insurgents, one official said. 

In response to requests for 
an interview with Prince, his 
spokesman e-mailed a brief 
statement that the Blackwater 
founder is interested in “helping 
Somalia overcome the scourge 
of piracy” and has advised 
anti-piracy efforts. Spokesman 
Mark Corallo said Prince 
has “no financial role” in the 
project and declined to answer 
any questions about Prince’s 
involvement. 

Prince’s role revives questions 
about the use of military 
contractors. Critics say it could 
undercut the international 


community’s effort to train 
and fund Somali forces to 
fight al-Qaida-linked Islamist 
insurgents. 

The European Union is 
training about 2,000 Somali 
soldiers with U.S. support, 
and an African Union force of 
8,000 Ugandan and Burundian 
peacekeepers is propping up 
the government. By introducing 
contractors, “You could see 
the privatization of war, with 
very little accountability to 
the international community,” 
said E.J. Hogendoom, a 
Nairobi-based analyst with 
the International Crisis Group 
think tank. “Who are these 
private companies accountable 
to and what prevents them 
from changing clients when it’s 
convenient for them?” 

Although Hogendoorn’s 

concerns are shared by some 
U.S. officials, the director of 
one private security company 
welcomed the effort and 
Prince’s involvement. 

“There are 34 nations with naval 
assets trying to stop piracy and 
it can only be stopped on land,” 
said John Burnett, director 
of Maritime Underwater 
Security Consultants. “With 
Prince’s background and rather 
illustrious reputation, I think 
it’s quite possible that it might 
work.” 

Prince, now based in the United 


Arab Emirates, is no longer 
with Blackwater. He has stoutly 
defended the company, telling 
Vanity Fair magazine that 
“when it became politically 
expedient to do so, someone 
threw me under the bus.” 

Last month, the AP reported 
that the Somalia project 
encompassed training a 
1,000-man anti-piracy 

force in Somalia’s northern 
semiautonomous region of 
Puntland and presidential 
guards in Mogadishu, the 
ruined seaside capital. The 
story identified Saracen 
International, a private security 
company, as being involved, 
along with a former U.S. 
ambassador, Pierre Prosper; a 
senior ex-CIA officer, Michael 
Shanklin; and an unidentified 
Muslim donor nation. Prosper 
and Shanklin confirmed they 
were working as advisers to 
the Somali government.Since 
then, AP has learned from 
officials and documents that 
Prince is involved and that a 
second 1,000-man anti-piracy 
force is planned for Mogadishu, 
where insurgents battle poorly 
equipped government forces. 
Lafras Luitingh, the 
chief operating officer of 
Beirut-registered Saracen 
International, said the company 
had sought to keep the project 
secret to surprise the pirates. Q 
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UN: Violence, rape 
spread across Ivory Coast 


By MARCO CHOWN OVED 
Associated Press 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast - The United Nations 
warned Thursday that violence is spreading 
across Ivory Coast, citing nearly two dozen 
rapes in the country’s west and one case where 
a political opponent was sexually tortured. 
Local U.N. human rights chief Simon Munzu 
said Thursday that 23 women have been 
raped in the last week in western Ivory Coast, 
where 16,000 people have taken refuge since 
the disputed Nov. 28 presidential runoff vote. 
Another 29,000 people have fled across the 
border to Liberia. 

“We regret that as a result of the ethnic crashes 
that we witnessed in Duekue in particular 
recently, a number of rape cases have come to 
our attention,” Munzu said. 

In the almost two months since the presidential 
election, incumbent leader Laurent Gbagbo 
has refused to cede power even though the 
international community says his rival Alassane 


Ouattara won the vote. 

African nations have also voiced support for 
Ouattara. On Thursday, Ouattara received an 
invitation to pay a state visit from President 
Seretse Ian Khama of Botswana. 

Khama said the invitation to visit the 
southern African nation was “in recognition 
of (Ouattara’s) victory of the presidential 
elections.” Munzu said Thursday that security 
forces loyal to Gbagbo had used sexual 
torture techniques on at least one Ouattara 
supporter, following a raid on Ouattara’s party 
headquarters two weeks ago in which 63 people 
were arrested. “This young man was sodomized 
by eight members of the Republican Guard 
who wanted to extract information about his 
fellow members of the (pro-Ouattara) RHDP,” 
Munzu said. There was no immediate reaction 
from Gbagbo’s camp, though his spokesman 
has previously denied allegations that security 
forces were behind cases of abduction and 
torture. □ 
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With Baby Doc back in Haiti, Aristide calls next 



Jan. 15, 2010 file photo shows former Haitian President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide during a press conference in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Aristide sent out a letter saying he is ready to come 
back from six years of South African exile “today, tomorrow, at 
any time.” 


JONATHAN M. KATZ 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Haitians adjusting 
to the sudden return of one 
exiled ex-president could soon 
have another on their hands. 
Former dictator Jean-Claude 
“Baby Doc” Duvalier was 
holding court with allies at 
an upscale hotel Thursday 
before slipping away to an 
undisclosed destination. 
Meanwhile, ousted former 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide sent out a letter saying 
he is ready to come back from 
six years of South African 
exile “today, tomorrow, at any 
time.” 

“As far as I am concerned, I am 
ready,” he wrote in an e-mail 
distributed by supporters and 
posted online. “The purpose 
is very clear: to contribute to 
serving my Haitian sisters and 
brothers as a simple citizen in 
the field of education.” 
Aristide was ousted in 2004, 
leaving Haiti aboard a U.S. 
plane as a small group of 
rebels neared the capital. His 
return has been a principal 
demand of his Fanmi Lavalas 
party, which has lost influence 
as electoral officials blocked it 
from participating in elections 
including the disputed Nov. 28 
vote now under challenge — 
though Aristide himself has 


remained a widely popular 
figure. 

He is two years younger than 
Duvalier, the now 59-year-old 
ex-dictator he spoke against as 
a Roman Catholic priest in the 
La Saline slum. Together the 
men represent the two main 
oppositional forces in Haitian 
politics over the past half 
century: stable, often brutal 
authoritarianism in favor of 
elites, against charismatic 
populism that opponents said 
bordered on demagoguery. 
According to Duvalier’s 
confidants the two men have 
never met. Their mutual 
presence in Haiti could cause 
long-simmering tensions to 
erupt. Aristide did not endorse 
a candidate in the current race 
and has said he would not seek 
office if he came back. 

Instead he said in the 
letter, whose authenticity 
was confirmed by Lavalas 
spokeswoman Maryse 

Narcisse, his return is 
necessary to help his 
countrymen and for his 
medical needs following six 
eye surgeries in his six years 
of exile. 

“The unbearable pain 
experienced in the winter 
must be avoided in order to 
reduce any risk of further 
complications and blindness,” 
he said. South African winter 


begins in June. 

“Let us hope that the 
Haitian and South African 
governments will enter into 
communication in order to 
make that happen in the next 
coming days,” he said. 
Narcisse said supporters were 
eagerly awaiting his arrival, 
pending the delivery of a new 
Haitian passport. 

Brian Concannon, a lawyer 
who has represented Aristide, 
says the ousted leader has 
applied but has never heard 
back from his homeland’s 
government. 

The U.S. State Department 
reacted to the letter in a series 
of posts by spokesman RJ. 
Crowley on Twitter. 

“This is an important period 
for Haiti. What it needs is 
calm, not divisive actions 
that distract from the task of 
forming a new government,” 
said one. 

The other: “We do not doubt 
President Aristide’s desire to 
help the people of Haiti. But 
today Haiti needs to focus on 
its future, not its past.” 
Duvalier also applied for a 
new passport Wednesday 
and intends to leave the 
country when he gets it, a 
spokesman said, insisting that 
the once-reviled strongman 
can neither be forced to leave 
his homeland or compelled 


to stay and face a potential 
criminal trial on allegations of 
corruption and human-rights 
abuses. 

He had been scheduled to 
leave Thursday but can’t 
because his passport has 
expired, said spokesman Yves 
Germain Joseph. He stunned 
the country Sunday with his 
sudden and mysterious return 
nearly 25 years after he was 
forced into exile by a popular 
uprising against a regime 
widely viewed as brutal and 
corrupt. The spokesman said 
he did not know how long 
it would take to get a new 
passport but that the former 
dictator known as “Baby Doc” 


Associated Press 
was in no rush to leave Haiti. 
“He is home here. He is 
a Haitian,” Joseph said. 
“Nobody can ask Mr. Duvalier 
or any Haitian to leave his 
country at any time.” 

The ex-dictator slipped out the 
back entrance of the upscale 
hotel where he has been 
ensconced since his abrupt 
return Sunday, avoiding 
dozens of journalists waiting 
for him in the front, witnesses 
told The Associated Press. His 
security detail confirmed his 
departure. Duvalier’s longtime 
companion, Veronique Roy, 
left by the main entrance and 
got into a waiting car. She did 
not speak to reporters.Q 
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Palestinians defy U.S. with Security Council request 



DAN PERRY 
KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 

Palestinian demonstrators set 
a model of a Jewish settlement 
on fire before a protest against 
Israel’s separation barrier in 
the West Bank village of Nilin 
near Ramallah, Friday, Jan. 
14, 2011. Arabic on cardboard 
structure reads ‘No and a 1000 
(times) no for the settlements’ 
top, and ‘The settlements 
should stop’, bottom. 

Associated Press 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AP) — The Palestinian 
request to have the U.N. 
Security Council condemn 
Israeli settlements looks at 
first like another declarative 
gambit that changes little on 
the ground. 

But much more is at stake. 
Palestinians hope their 
Security Council initiative 
will give them an idea of 
how much support they have 
for future moves. These 
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include seeking international 
recognition of a Palestinian 
state as early as this fall. 

The Palestinian assumption 
is that talks with Israel 
will not produce a peace 
accord. The talks stalled just 
weeks after restarting last 
September, in a dispute over 
Israeli construction in West 
Bank settlements and east 
Jerusalem. 

In turning to the Security 
Council, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas also defied 
President Barack Obama and 
risked offending the United 
States, the Palestinians’ most 
crucial ally in their quest for 
statehood. 

In exchange, the Palestinians 
hope a Security Council vote 
will put more pressure on 
Israel and isolate Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
diplomatically. 

“This is part of the strategy, 
we are going to do it whether 
the Americans like it or not,” 
said Nabil Shaath, an Abbas 
aide. 

It’s not clear when the 
resolution would be put to a 
vote. Council members might 
hold off until after the main 
Mideast mediators — the 
U.S., the U.N., Europe and 
Russia — meet in Germany 
in early February to talk about 
the Mideast quagmire. 

One U.N. diplomat expressed 
hope that meeting could 
come up with some formula 
that breaks new ground in 
a way which will show the 
Palestinians that “there is life 
in the process.” 

U.S. officials, who urged the 
Palestinians not to turn to 
the Security Council, argue 
that Israelis and Palestinians 
should settle their disputes 
directly instead of taking it to 
the world body. 

“We’re working to keep the 
focus where we think it needs 
to be and that is not in New 
York,” Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said 
Thursday. 

Israeli government spokesman 
Mark Regev said that in going 
to the Security Council, the 
Palestinian leadership violated 
its promise to deal with all 
disputes in direct negotiations. 
“This sort of action will in no 
way contribute to peace and 
reconciliation,” he said.Q 




























Andre Agassi speaks at 
the Andre Agassi College 
Preparatory Academy in Las 
Vegas on Thursday, Jan. 20, 
2011, after it was announced 
that he will be inducted into 
the International Tennis Hall 
of Fame. 

Associated Press 


Andre Agassi 
picked for 
tennis 
Hall of Fame 


Davis Love III smiles as 
he is introduced as captain 
of the United States Ryder 
Cup golf team during a 
news conference at the 
Medinah Country Club 
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011, 
in Medinah, 11. 

Associated Press 
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past Thunder 


Denver Nuggets forward Carmelo 
Anthony (15) dunks against the Oklahoma 
City Thunder during the third quarter of 
aq^VBA basketball game Wednesday, Jan. 
19, 2^1, in Denver. Associated Press 
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Davis love III picked as U.S Ryder Cup captain 



Davis Love III addresses the media as he is introduced as captain of the United States Ryder Cup golf 
team during a news conference at the Medinah Country Club Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011, in Medinah, 
11 . 

Associated Press 


NANCY ARMOUR 
AP National Writer 
MEDINAH, Illinois (AP) 
— An emotional Davis 
Love III was introduced 
Thursday as the next 


American captain of the 
Ryder Cup, pledging not 
to get in the way of the 
12 players who will be 
responsible for winning the 
cup back from Europe. 


“I’m a players’ captain,” 
Love said at Medinah 
Country Club, where the 
2012 matches will be held. 
“I’ll try to get them what 
they need to be successful. 
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I’m not going to tell the best 
players in the world how 
to play golf. I’m not going 
to read their putts. A good 
leader knows he’s got a great 
team.” The announcement 
wraps up a week that put 
the Ryder Cup in the news 
about 18 months before 
the next shot is struck. 
Europe, which won the 
gold trophy in Wales last 
October, appointed two- 
time Masters champion 
Jose Maria Olazabal as the 
captain this week. It was the 
second time Love has been 
showcased by the PGA of 
America, and both times 
he fought tears. The other 
occasion was in 1997 at 
Winged Foot, when he won 
the PGA Championship and 
broke down thinking about 
his father, Davis Love Jr., a 
longtime PGA professional 
who died in a plane crash 
early in Love’s career. 
“Now to be named Ryder 
Cup captain is a thrill I never 
thought I would have,” said 
Love, his voice choking 
and eyes filling with tears. 
“I’d love to share that with 
my father. I know somehow 
I am. ... There’s not a tour 
player out there that plays 
one tour event or six Ryder 
Cups that doesn’t have a 
PGA professional that led 
them to that position.” 

Love, a 20-time winner on 


the PGA Tour, played on six 
Ryder Cup teams. His first 
three matches, with Tom 
Kite as his partner, were 
against Olazabal and Seve 
Ballesteros, the “Spanish 
Armada” that formed one 
of the most daunting teams 
in Ryder Cup history. Love 
won that first match, but 
never beat Olazabal again. 
They never played each 
other in singles. Olazabal 
won his second green jacket 
in 1999, and while his duel 
that day was with Greg 
Norman, the Spaniard held 
off a late charge by Love, 
who was the runner-up. 
Love recalled that Olazabal 
brought a special Spanish 
wine to serve at the Masters’ 
Champions Dinner that 
next year, and he gave Love 
the leftover bottles. 

“I’ll always remember his 
generosity,” Love said. 
“He’s always been a good 
friend. It’ll be a tough 
competition. On Thursday 
we’ll be friends, and 
Sunday night we’ll still 
be friends.” Love said he 
would consider playing if he 
earned his way on the team, 
although a U.S. captain has 
never qualified for the team 
in recent decades. Love last 
qualified for the team in 
2004, when Europe routed 
the Americans at Oakland 
Hills. □ 
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NASCAR drivers in iavor of simpler points system 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - 
Jimmie Johnson understands 
that speculation over a new 
points system is often viewed 
as NASCAR’s attempt to end 
his five-year championship 
reign. 

It makes no difference to 
him, though, if NASCAR 
throws out its 36-year-old 
points system or rewrites the 
eligibility requirements on 
the Chase for the Sprint Cup 
championship. 

Johnson said he’ll be ready to 
race — and win — under any 
format. 

“I don’t care what races are 
in the Chase, the format to 
win the championship, I could 
care less,” Johnson said, 
“because I feel confident that 
my team will be able to win 
championships under any set 
of circumstances.” 

Johnson’s record five titles 
have all come in the Chase 
system, which debuted in 
2004 and already has been 
tweaked once before. He was 
unbeatable in a 10-driver field, 
and it didn’t change when 
expansion pushed the Chase 
to 12 drivers who were seeded 
based on bonus points earned 
through “regular season” 
victories. 

He didn’t take it personally 
when NASCAR chairman 


Brian France indicated last 
summer more changes could 
come during the offseason, 
and Johnson’s not stressing 
about where the series could 
be headed. The Associated 
Press reported earlier this 
week NASCAR is considering 
dumping the points system 
used since 1975 in favor of a 
simpler method that awards 
points based directly on the 
finishing position in the 43- 
car field. 

“There’s a lot of speculation 
at this point, but in theory, if it 
is 43 points for the winner on 
down to one for the last-place 
car, in concept it’s still very 
similar to what we have now,” 
Johnson said. “I know people 
expect me to react and think, 
4 Oh, they’ve got to leave it 
alone, don’t change it.’” 
NASCAR’s brief offseason 
ended Thursday when 
drivers reported to Daytona 
International Speedway 

for three days of testing in 
preparation for next month’s 
season-opener. Although 
drivers were pleased with the 
smooth surface on the newly 
paved track, much of the 
talk centered on NASCAR’s 
upcoming changes. 

France is not scheduled to 
speak until next Wednesday 
night in Charlotte, N.C., but 
top NASCAR officials have 
been privately floating their 


ideas with teams since last 
week. Among the ideas is the 
straight scoring system, and 
a 12-driver Chase field that 
includes the top-10 drivers 
from the “regular season” 
and two wild-card spots to 
the winningest drivers not 
otherwise eligible. 

Drivers report to Daytona on 
Feb. 10, but there didn’t seem 
to be any qualms about not 
knowing what the rules will 
be this close to the start of the 
season. 

“As long as we all start the 
year and we understand what 
the point structure is and how 
you get the points, then you 
race accordingly,” said two- 
time champion Tony Stewart, 
the last driver to win the Chase 
before Johnson’s run began in 
2006. 

“I don’t think the competitors 
really care. We just want to 
know what it is before we start 
the season so we know what 
we have to do, if the first race 
is going to mean as much as 
the last race.” 

The drivers do seem interested 
in the proposed 43-to-1 system 
because it’s simpler not 
only to fans, but the drivers 
themselves. 

“If I am running 12th or 
something, I don’t even know 
how many points that is worth 
and I have been doing this 
long enough that I should 


Vegas, Weekley share lead at Bob Hope Classic 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 

FA QUINTA, Calif. - Jhonattan Vegas isn’t 
exactly sure how his Venezuelan parents came 
up with the unusual spelling of his first name. 
If the 26-year-old rookie manages to keep up 
his swift start at the Bob Hope Classic, the golf 
world will have to memorize it quickly. 

Vegas shot a 5-under 67 in windy conditions 
Thursday for a share of the second-round lead 
with Boo Weekley. 

Weekley had a 66 to match Vegas at 13-under 
131 in the 90-hole tournament on four Palm 
Springs-area courses. Charles Howell III (66) 
and Chris Couch (65) were a stroke back. 
Although Vegas bogeyed his final hole on the 
Nicklaus Private course, he leads the field with 
17 birdies. 

With power and accuracy off the tee, Vegas 
used an improved short game to get on top 
early in just his fifth PGA Tour event. 

“It’s good to be hitting the ball well and 
putting well, especially on a course like these 
ones where you’ve always got a lot of birdie 
opportunities,” said Vegas, who played at the 


University of Texas before excelling on the 
Nationwide Tour last year. 

Although many pros still don’t know him — 
Weekley had never met Vegas before they 
shook hands in the media tent after the second 
round — others already call him “Jhonny 
Vegas.” As for the unique spelling on his birth 
certificate, Vegas realizes it might take a while 
to catch on. 

“I’m happy they did it that way, because it’s 
something different,” Vegas said. “I mean, you 
only see one Jhonattan spelled that way, so 
once you see it, you know that it’s me.” 

Vegas moved to the United States in 2002, 
spending nearly two years improving his 
English enough to attend college. He became 
the first Venezuelan to earn a PGA Tour card 
last year. 

The sport is viewed with a raised eyebrow in 
Venezuela by President Hugo Chavez, who 
calls it a pastime of the rich. In hilly Caracas, 
the government has threatened to replaced golf 
courses occupying valuable areas of flat land 
with housing that will be less vulnerable to rain 
and mudslides. □ 



NATIOi 


Jimmie 

Johnson 


know,” Carl Edwards said. 
The current system was 
reportedly drawn up on 
a napkin over drinks at a 
Daytona bar. The current 
system awards 185 points 
to the race winner while the 
runner-up receives 170. Five- 
point gaps separate positions 
two through six, then four 
points separate seventh 
through 11, and 12th through 
43rd are separated in three- 
point increments. 

There also is a five-point 
bonus available for leading a 
lap, and a five-point bonus to 
the driver that leads the most 
laps. The winning driver can 
claim as much as 195 points. 
It’s not clear yet what the bonus 
for winning or leading a lap 
would be under NASCAR’s 


proposed changes. 

Kurt Busch, winner of the 
inaugural 2004 Chase, said 
he’d like to explore the math 
before deciding how he feels 
about a new points system. 
“I’d like to go back for myself 
and just do research and plug 
those numbers into past years 
and to see who comes out 
on top or to see how things 
change around and to help 
fine tune it a little bit more,” 
he said. 

“You still want it to be about 
consistency, but you have to 
be consistent during those 10 
(Chase) weeks. “When you 
sit there and change around 
points 100 different ways, 
we still end up with the same 
champion nine times out of 10 
it seems like. ”□ 
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In this Sept. 20, 2010, file photo, Chicago White Sox’s Andruw 
Jones tosses his helmet after grounding out against the Oakland 
Athletics during a baseball game in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Andruw Jones tries to 
revive careerwith Yankees 

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK - Andruw Jones agreed Thursday to a $2 million, 
one-year contract with the New York Yankees, a person familiar 
with the negotiations told The Associated Press. 

The person spoke on condition of anonymity Thursday because 
the deal for the former star outfielder is subject to physical. 
Jones can earn an additional $1.2 million in performance 
bonuses as part of the agreement: $150,000 each for 250 and 
275 plate appearances, $200,000 apiece for 300 and 325, and 
$250,000 each for each of 350 and 375. The 33-year-old Jones, 
brought in as a right-handed-hitting backup to Brett Gardner, 
Curtis Granderson and Nick Swisher, made an impact against 
New York in his rookie season, homering twice for Atlanta at 
Yankee Stadium in the 1996 World Series opener.Q 
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lance Armstrong on 
wonder drugP Mmmmmm 



This July 22, 2004, file photo shows overall leader Lance 
Armstrong, right, straining in the ascent of the La Croix Fry pass, 
as teammate Floyd Landis pours water over his neck, during the 
17th stage of the Tour de France cycling race between Bourg- 
d’Oisans and Le Grand Bornand, French Alps. 

Associated Press 


JOHN LEICESTER 
AP Sports Columnist 
PARIS (AP) — The notion 
that Lance Armstrong won 
the Tour de France seven 
times because he was on 
some kind of secret wonder- 
drug somehow unavailable to 
others riders has long floated 
around the froth-osphere 
where sports fans trade rumor, 
fiction and the occasional fact. 
Now, Sports Illustrated 
gives a possible name for 
such a potion — HemAssist. 
The magazine reports “the 
FDA has information that 
Armstrong gained access” 
in the late 1990s to the 
experimental drug that was 
never commercialized. 

A doctor who oversaw 
the clinical studies spoke 
enthusiastically to SI about 
how HemAssist, theoretically 
at least, could help riders 
scale French mountain passes 
by delivering oxygen to tired 
muscles. 

“Better than EPO” — long 
a performance-enhancer 
of choice in cycling — but 
without its potential nasty 
side-effects like making blood 
gooey, Robert Przybelski was 
quoted as saying. 

Mmmmmm. Really? 

If Armstrong doped, which 
he has always vociferously 
insisted was not the case, then 
it’s difficult to believe that a 
drug like HemAssist would 
have been his magic bullet, 
or that he had a magic bullet 
at all. There are plenty of 
other products and methods 
out there, unlike drugs in 
HemAssist’s family, that are 
known to truly give the boost 
that cheats seek. 

Horrific but now depressingly 
mundane practices like 
transfusing blood. Cocktails 
of growth hormone, steroids, 
EPO, testosterone. The list 
of things riders took to try to 
beat Armstrong runs on and 
on. Either Armstrong was 
monk-like in resisting the 
temptations so many others 
succumbed to or he’s lying. 
Si’s claims add to the pile of 
allegations against Armstrong 
that has grown too large 
and too explosive to easily 


dismiss. 

Instead, let Jeff Novitzky 
get to the bottom of it. 
The taxpayer dollars that 
Armstrong’s lawyers grumble 
are being wasted on the 
federal investigator’s hunt 
of Armstrong will have 
been money well spent if he 
unmasks the Tour’s biggest 
champion as a cheat or, 
alternatively, determines that 
there’s really nothing or not 
much there. 

The current limbo of 
allegation vs. denial, of 
mounting anecdotal evidence 
but no smoking-gun proof that 
Armstrong doped, is good for 
nobody, with the exception of 
journalists to whom this offers 
a rich vein of stories. 

Bad for Armstrong and the 
cancer survivors he fills 
with hope. Bad for cycling, 
which combats doping more 
convincingly now than during 
Armstrong’s winning era. And 
bad for all of us who want to 
believe in champions and be 
inspired by the human body’s 
capacity to achieve incredible 
things. 

Now back to Si’s HemAssist 
claim. 

Just the idea that a sports star 
could use his wealth, clout 
and connections to access 
experimental drugs meant 
to be strictly controlled is 
alarming. It is way beyond the 
sports world’s remit or powers 
to probe such organized fraud 
alone. More reason to think 


that snooping by gumshoes 
like Novitzky is entirely valid. 
Still, the HemAssist allegation 
doesn’t appear to make much 
scientific sense. 

Scientists from Europe and 
Australia tried out another 
HemAssist-like drug a few 
years back on sports students 
in the southern French city 
of Montpellier, infusing 
them with Hemopure and 
having them pedal exercise 
bikes. They were surprised 
to discover that, contrary to 
their expectations, the drug 
did not seem to boost athletic 
performance or endurance. 
Those findings make them 
doubt that HemAssist would 
have done huge good for 
Armstrong if, indeed, he was 
cynical enough to have used 
it. 

Armstrong spokesman Mark 
Fabiani says the cyclist never 
took HemAssist. He also says 
that because its developer, 
Baxter International, 

abandoned trials of the drug in 
1998, it was “impossible” that 
Armstrong could have gotten 
hold of it. 

“It would have been a big 
story, ‘Now we know why 
Armstrong was so strong — 
because he took HemAssist,”’ 
says one of the researchers 
who took part in the study 
of Hemopure, Yorck Olaf 
Schumacher of Freiburg 
University in Germany. “But, 
pffff, I think that would be 
oversimplifying things.”Q 
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that Lance Armstrong won 
the Tour de France seven 
times because he was on 
some kind of secret wonder- 
drug somehow unavailable to 
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where sports fans trade rumor, 
fiction and the occasional fact. 
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gives a possible name for 
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The magazine reports “the 
FDA has information that 
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in the late 1990s to the 
experimental drug that was 
never commercialized. 
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enthusiastically to SI about 
how HemAssist, theoretically 
at least, could help riders 
scale French mountain passes 
by delivering oxygen to tired 
muscles. 

“Better than EPO” — long 
a performance-enhancer 
of choice in cycling — but 
without its potential nasty 
side-effects like making blood 
gooey, Robert Przybelski was 
quoted as saying. 
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If Armstrong doped, which 
he has always vociferously 
insisted was not the case, then 
it’s difficult to believe that a 
drug like HemAssist would 
have been his magic bullet, 
or that he had a magic bullet 
at all. There are plenty of 
other products and methods 
out there, unlike drugs in 
HemAssist’s family, that are 
known to truly give the boost 
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Instead, let Jeff Novitzky 
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The taxpayer dollars that 
Armstrong’s lawyers grumble 
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federal investigator’s hunt 
of Armstrong will have 
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unmasks the Tour’s biggest 
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alternatively, determines that 
there’s really nothing or not 
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Keith Urban to perform on Super Bowl 
pregame show 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee 
(AP) — Country music star 
Keith Urban is set to perform 
live from Cowboys Stadium 
as part of the Super Bowl pre¬ 
game festivities next month. 

The Fox Super Bowl Sunday 
pre-game show begins at 
2 p.m. EST and will be 
broadcast worldwide. 

The three-time Grammy 
winner plans to include songs 
from his newly released 
album, “Get Closer.” 

Urban has sold nearly 20 
million CDs and earned 
numerous awards. He has 
charted 11 No. 1 hits, including 
“Only You Can Love Me 
This Way,” ‘’ Sweet Thing,” 

‘’Better Life” and “Days Go 
By.” The Super Bowl will 
be held on Sunday of Feb. 

6 and will air on Fox. More 
than 153 million viewers in 

Schwartzel leads by 1 in Abu nhabi 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Chari Schwartzel 
took a one-stroke lead Thursday at the Abu Dhabi Championship 
with an 8-under 64 in the first round. 

The South Africa, who won last week’s Joburg Open, had nine 
birdies — eight of them on the first 12 holes — to lead Padraig 
Harrington (65) by one. 

U.S. Open champion Graeme McDowell (66) survived a ruling 
scare on the final hole and finished with five straight birdies, 
sharing third place with Swedish pair Alexander Noren and 
Niclas Fasth. 

Defending champion Martin Kaymer (67) was close behind, tied 
with Danny Willett. Lee Westwood (69) and Masters champion 
Phil Mickelson (71) are also near the top.Q 

Phelps, lochte headline U.S. swim team 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colorado (AP) — Michael Phelps, 
Ryan Lochte and Natalie Coughlin will headline the U.S. swim 
team at the 2011 world championships in Shanghai, the last 
major international meet before the 2012 London Olympics. 
Phelps and Lochte are set to swim four individual events each. 
Phelps could qualify for at least two of the three relays, while 
Lochte is set to swim at least one. 

Besides Coughlin, the women’s team includes Katie Hoff, 
who failed to make the 2009 world team; three-time Olympian 
Amanda Beard, who returns after having a baby; and Teresa 
Crippen, whose brother Fran, an open water swimmer, died in 
December at a meet in the Middle East. 

Eddie Reese of Texas will coach the men’s team, while Frank 
Busch of Arizona will coach the women. □ 




In this April 10, 2006 file 
photo, Keith Urban walks 
across the stage to accept his 
award for video of the year at 
the CMT Music Awards show 
in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 

the United States viewed last 
year’s Super Bowl, the most- 
watched television program 
in history. □ 
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Mavericks break through with win over lakers 


DALLAS (AP) — Jason Kidd 
and the Dallas Mavericks both 
broke out of slumps to beat the 
Los Angeles Lakers 109-100 
in the NBA on Wednesday. 
Kidd was 1-for-14 in shooting 
over the previous two games 
but went 8-fo-12 to notch 
a season-high 21 points, 
while Jason Terry and Shawn 
Marion provided 22 points 
each from the bench. 

The club made a similar 
turnaround, going from five 
straight losses by at least 10 
points each — their worst 
such stretch since their woeful 
days in the mid-1990s — to a 
convincing win over the two- 
time defending champions. 
Nuggets 112, Thunder 107 
In Denver, Carmelo Anthony 
scored 35 points to help 
Denver down Oklahoma City, 
hours after New Jersey Nets 
owner Mikhail Prokhorov 
announced he would no longer 


pursue the All-Star forward. 
Chauncey Billups and Nene 
each added 16 points for the 
Nuggets, who grabbed the 
lead for good early in the 
fourth quarter of a game that 
was close all the way. 

After months of talks aimed 
at bringing Anthony from 
Denver to New Jersey, the 
Nets’ new owner announced 
that his team was ending the 
drawn-out trade talks. 

Spurs 104, Raptors 95 
In San Antonio, the hosts 
rallied from an 11-point 
halftime deficit to beat 
Toronto and record their 
seventh straight victory. 
DeJuan Blair had 22 points 
and 11 rebounds while Manu 
Ginobili added 23 points for 
the Spurs, who improved their 
NBA-best record to 36-6, their 
best ever after 42 games. 
DeMar DeRozan scored 28 
points for the Raptors, who 


lost their fifth straight. 

The Spurs surged into the 
lead midway through the third 
quarter after a 15-4 run to start 
the second half had tied the 
game. 

In Boston, Ray Allen hit a 
jump shot with 25 seconds left 
to give Boston its first lead of 
the second half as the Celtics 
beat Detroit. 

Paul Pierce scored 22 points 
for the Celtics, who won their 
fourth straight. 

Rodney Stuckey scored 15 
points for the Pistons, who 
led by eight with 8 minutes 
left but did not score over the 
game’s last 2:43. 

Hornets 103, Grizzlies 102, 
OT 

In New Orleans, Marcus 
Thornton broke up an 
inbounds pass with 14 
seconds left in overtime and 
then finished a fast break with 
a reverse layup, giving New 


NHL Roundup 


Wild thrash Flames 6-0 



Minnesota Wild goalie Niklas Backstrom, from Finland, blocks 
the net during the third period of an NHL hockey game against 
the Calgary Flames in Calgary, Alberta, Wednesday, Jan. 19, 
2011. The Wild won 6-0. 


CALGARY (AP) 
Minnesota goaltender Niklas 
Backstrom returned from a 
hip injury to make 37 saves 
and record his second shutout 
of the season, helping the Wild 
thrash the Calgary Flames 6-0 
in the NHL on Wednesday. 
Backstrom, in goal for the 
first time since Dec. 31, has 
21 career NHL shutouts. 
Martin Havlat had two goals 
and an assist, and Mikko 
Koivu, John Madden, Cal 
Clutterbuck and Chuck 
Kobasew also scored for the 
Wild, who have won three 
straight. 

Rangers 7, Maple Leafs 0 
In New York, Marian Gaborik 
broke out of an offensive 
slump in devastating style, 
having four goals and an assist 
in New York rout of Toronto. 
Three days after being 
benched, and just a few hours 
after the Rangers said scoring 
leader Brandon Dubinsky 
would be out at least three 
weeks because of a stress 
fracture in his left leg, Gaborik 
picked up the offensive slack. 
He ended an eight-game goal 


drought with two in the first 
period and two more in the 
second for his third hat trick 
of the season. 

Brian Boyle, Ruslan 
Fedotenko and Mats 
Zuccarello also scored while 
Henrik Lundqvist made 22 
saves for his seventh shutout 
of the season and 31st overall. 
Blue Jackets 3, Panthers 2, OT 
In Sunrise, Florida, R.J. 
Umberger scored on a 


Associated Press 

power play in overtime to 
give Columbus victory over 
Florida. 

Columbus’ Antoine Vermette 
tied it with 53 seconds left in 
regulation while Blue Jackets 
goalie was Steve Mason off 
for an extra attacker. Fedor 
Tyutin also scored for the Blue 
Jackets. 

Cory Stillman and David 
Booth had first-period goals 
for Florida. □ 



Dallas Mavericks’ Jason Kidd (2) looks for an opening against 
Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant in the second half of an NBA 
basketball game, Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2011, in Dallas. Kidd had 
21 points in the 109-100 Mavericks win. 

Associated Press 


Orleans a thrilling home win 
over Memphis, extending its 
winning streak to six. 

Chris Paul had 20 points and 
12 assists, and corralled the 
critical loose ball that was 
tipped by both Thornton and 
Trevor Ariza. Paul then raced 
up court and passed to Emeka 
Okafor, who bounced a pass 
to Thornton under the hoop. 
Rudy Gay, who had 22 points, 
had one last shot to win it for 
Memphis, but his jumper near 
the top of the key bounced off 
the back rim. 

In Orlando, Jason Richardson 
converted a 4-point play with 
17 seconds left as Orlando 
pipped Philadelphia in 
overtime. 

Dwight Howard scored 18 
points before fouling out late 
in regulation for the Magic, 
who survived another slow 
start and spotty defense with 
some big late baskets. 

Lou Williams led Philadelphia 
with 19 points. 

In Houston, the hosts handed 
New York its fourth straight 
loss. 

Kevin Martin scored 21 points 
and Chuck Hayes grabbed 12 
rebounds for the Rockets, who 
rode a hot shooting start to 
their sixth straight home win 
over the Knicks. 

Amare Stoudemire scored 


25, but also gave away five 
turnovers for New York, who 
shot 42 percent (35 of 83), 
scored only 39 points after 
halftime and were held almost 

19 points under their league¬ 
leading scoring average 
(107.5 per game). 

In Newark, New Jersey, 
hours after owner Mikhail 
Prokhorov ended their long, 
drawn-out pursuit of Carmelo 
Anthony, New Jersey snapped 
a six-game losing skid by 
beating Utah. 

Brook Lopez scored 11 of his 

20 points in a big third quarter 
and the Nets seemed to relax 
with the trade talk over. 

New Jersey had a season- 
best seven players in double 
figures. 

In other NBA games it was 
Phoenix 106, Cleveland 98; 
New Jersey 103, Utah 95; 
Orlando 99, Philadelphia 98, 
OT; Boston 86, Detroit 82; 
Milwaukee 100, Washington 
87; New Orleans 103, 
Memphis 102, OT; Houston 
104, New York 89; San 
Antonio 104, Toronto 95; 
Denver 112, Oklahoma 
City 107; Dallas 109, L.A. 
Lakers 100; Portland 94, 
Sacramento 90, OT; Golden 
State 110, Indiana 108; 
and L.A. Clippers 126, 
Minnesota lll.Q 
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Vonn getting tired of miraculous recoveries 


Lindsey Vonn of the United States signs the helmet of a young fan 
at the finish area after a training session for Saturday’s alpine ski, 
women’s World Cup downhill race, in Cortina d’ Ampezzo, Italy, 
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2011. 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
CORTINA D ’AMPEZZO, 
Italy (AP) — Lindsey Vonn 
is getting tired of flirting 
with disaster. The Olympic 
downhill champion and three¬ 
time defending overall World 
Cup winner simply wants to 
ski clean again. 

Several of Vonn’s recent races 
have been marked by near 
wipeouts and the American 


Associated Press 
nearly went down again in 
the opening downhill training 
session for this weekend’s 
three speed races in Cortina, 
beginning with a super-G on 
Friday. 

“Because of my training 
this summer I’ve been able 
to make really incredible 
recoveries, but I would really 
prefer not to have to,” Vonn 
said. “But that’s ski racing, 
and when you’re trying to 


push the limits and trying to 
ski fast you make mistakes, 
and if you can recover fast you 
can still stay in the hunt. But I 
hope I can get some clean runs 
down and try not to make any 
major mistakes.” 

In the circuit’s previous 
downhill in Zauchensee, 
Austria, Vonn skied well off 
course on a sharp right turn 
but managed to recover in 
time and win. 

She also won despite a wobble 
near the top of her downhill 
run in Val d’lsere, France, 
last month. Before that, Vonn 
went flying off the course in 
Lake Louise, Alberta, before 
recovering, although the 
mistake cost her the victory 
and gave away a precious win 
to German rival Maria Riesch. 
In Wednesday’s opening 
downhill training session, 
Vonn was fastest through the 
first checkpoint before doing 
the splits and nearly tumbling 
head over toes, ultimately 
placing 29th. 

“Yesterday was pretty 
sketchy,” she said. “I almost 
went over the tips of my skis 


going like 75-80. ... I was 
literally a millimeter from 
hooking my tip in downhill, 
which is not a good plan ever. 
So that was definitely scary 
and I’m trying not to do that 
again.” 

When she skis clean in 
downhill and super-G, 
Vonn has been virtually 
unbeatable. Including world 
championships and Olympics, 
Vonn has finished atop the 
podium in 15 consecutive 
super-G’s, while in downhill 
she has seven consecutive 
podiums beginning with her 
Olympic victory. 

Vonn skied without any 
problems in Thursday’s 
second training session and 
finished first with a massive 
1.37-second gap ahead of 
second-place finisher Julia 
Mancuso, her American 
teammate. 

“Today was a better run,” Vonn 
said. “I was clean from top to 
bottom and no big mistakes, 
so I’m going to try to do that 
in the race, and hopefully it 
will go as well as today.” 

Vonn enters this weekend 


trailing Riesch by 196 points 
in the overall standings 
and she’ll be relying on the 
experience of her eight career 
podium finishes in Cortina, 
which includes three wins. 
Last year, Vonn swept the 
downhill and super-G on the 
Olympia delle Tofane course. 
“It’s definitely one of my 
favorite stops. It’s always fun 
to come back,” she said. “It’s 
one of those courses where 
you know it like the back of 
your hand and you don’t have 
to really think twice about the 
course. I know what to do and 
I trust myself, so it makes it 
fim to push the limits and 
see what you’re capable of 
doing.” 

Mancuso has also found 
success in Cortina, with one 
victory and five runner-up 
results, although her last 
podium finish came three 
years ago. 

Mancuso started this season 
with three top-six finishes in 
speed races in Lake Louise, 
but has struggled since, 
finishing 16th in both the 
downhill and super-G in 
Zauchensee. 

“Of course I want to get some 
more podiums,” Mancuso 
said. 

“But we’re halfway through 
right now and I think I 
did everything I could this 
summer, so I just have to ski 
fast and hopefully results will 
come, because I can’t control 
how other people are skiing.” 
Riesch is perfectly satisfied 
with her season results, which 
has included three wins and 
six runner-up finishes. 

“My season is going 
absolutely perfect so far and 
I’m just going to keep on 
trying to do my best every 
single race,” the German said. 
Elisabeth Goergl, the Austrian 
who won two bronzes at the 
Vancouver Olympics, placed 
third in the final downhill 
training and sees no reason 
why she can’t challenge Vonn 
and Riesch this weekend 
and at next month’s worlds 
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany. 

“Everybody’s trying, but you 
have got to have a good run to 
beat those two girls,” Goergl 
said. “But I just focus on 
myself and on what I have to 
do. If I ski good then I have a 
chance. ”□ 


Skier HansGrugger has 
brain surgery after crash 

ERIC WILLEMSEN, 

Associated Press 

KITZBUEHEL, Austria (AP) — Austrian skier Hans Grugger 
underwent an emergency operation for a brain injury Thursday 
after crashing during a training run for Saturday’s men’s World 
Cup downhill on the demanding Streif course. 

The Austrian ski federation said Grugger was having 
neurosurgery but declined to reveal more detail until the 
operation was finished. 

Grugger was brought to a hospital by helicopter in nearby 
Innsbruck with a brain contusion and a chest injury and was 
“not responsive,” according to federation spokesman Markus 
Aigner. 

Grugger fell after losing balance at the so-called Mausefalle, a 
long jump shortly after a sharp right turn, and landed motionless 
on the slope. 

Grugger was the fifth racer on the course but the first to face 
troubles in that section. 

According to Didier Cuche, who won the downhill race in 
Kitzbuehel last year, Grugger missed out on the ideal racing 
line and was not able to adjust. 

“The problem is that you have several bumps in the first two 
turns,” said the Swiss skier, who posted the fastest time when 
training resumed after more than 30 minutes. “If you can’t keep 
your direction there, it can cause you real troubles.” 

Grugger’s teammate, Michael Walchhofer, said the crash 
frightened him shortly before his own run. 

“I saw the crash. It was really bad to watch,” the World Cup 
downhill leader said. “If you see something like that, you start 
thinking: ‘Should I do this to myself?’ But you have to put that 
aside.” 


r 



Rescue workers transports Austria’s Hans Grugger on a stretcher 
at the heliport to the Kitzbueheler hospital, Thursday, Jan. 20, 
2011 in Kitzbuehel, Austria. Grugger has been hospitalized with a 
brain contusion and a chest injury after crashing during a training 
run for Saturday’s World Cup downhill race. He fell after losing 
balance at the so-called Mausefalle, a long jump shortly after a 
sharp left turn. 

Associated Press 

Grugger is the third racer in the last four years to get seriously 
injured after crashing on the 3.3-kilometer Streif course, which 
is famous for its dangerous bumps, turns and jumps. 

In 2008, Scott Macartney of the United States suffered brain 
injuries and was kept in an induced coma after smashing his 
head on the icy slop following a crash at the final jump. The next 
year, Daniel Albrecht of Switzerland suffered life-threatening 
brain and lung injuries in a similar accident. 

Both racers recovered and returned to World Cup ski racing. 
The 29-year-old Grugger’s career has been marred by knee 
injuries, which kept him sidelined several times in the last 
couple of seasons. He has four career World Cup victories — 
two in downhill and two in super-G.Q 
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3-D means headaches to many, yet companies push on 


NEW YORK - From 
Hollywood studios to Japanese 
TV makers, powerful business 
interests are betting 3-D will 
be the future of entertainment, 
despite a major drawback: 
It makes millions of people 
uncomfortable or sick. 
Optometrists say as many 
as one in four viewers have 
problems watching 3-D 
movies and TV, either because 
3-D causes tiresome eyestrain 
or because the viewer has 
problems perceiving depth in 
real life. In the worst cases, 
3-D makes people queasy, 
leaves them dizzy or gives 
them headaches. 

Researchers have begun 
developing more lifelike 3-D 
displays that might address 
the problems, but they’re 
years or even decades from 
being available to the masses. 
That isn’t deterring the 
entertainment industry, which 
is aware of the problem yet 
charging ahead with plans to 
create more movies and TV 
shows in 3-D. Jeff Katzenberg, 
CEO of Dreamworks 
Animation SKG Inc., calls 
3-D “the greatest innovation 
that’s happened for the movie 
theaters and for moviegoers 
since color.” 

Theater owners including 
AMC Entertainment Inc. and 


TV makers such as Panasonic 
Corp. are spending more than 
a billion dollars to upgrade 
theaters and TVs for 3-D. A 
handful of satellite and cable 
channels are already carrying 
3-D programming; ESPN just 
announced its 3-D network 
will begin broadcasting 24 
hours a day next month. 

Yet there are already signs 
that consumers may not be 
as excited about 3-D as the 
entertainment and electronics 
industries are. 

Last year, people were willing 
to pay an additional $3 or more 
per ticket for blockbuster 3-D 
movies such as “Avatar” and 
“Toy Story 3.” But that didn’t 
help the overall box office 
take: People spent $10.6 
billion on movie tickets last 
year, down slightly from the 
year before. People went to the 
theater less, but spent more. 
3-D TV sets were available in 
the U.S. for the first time last 
year, but shipments came in 
below forecasts, at just under 
1.6 million for North America, 
according to DisplaySearch. 
Nevertheless, TV makers such 
as Samsung Electronics Co. 
and Panasonic are doubling 
down on 3-D and introduced 
more 3-D-capable models 
this month at the International 
Consumer Electronics Show 




in Las Vegas. Those models 
cost more than regular ones 
and require glasses, just like 
in theaters. 

Research into how today’s 3-D 
screens affect viewers is only 
in its early stages. There have 
been no large-scale scientific 
studies. 

A study of 115 South Koreans 
watching 3-D screens close 
up found that 3-D caused 
more eyestrain than 2-D. The 
research prompted the Korean 
government to recommend 
that viewers take a break of 
up to 15 minutes after an hour 
of 3-D viewing. But that study 
was based on glasses with red 
and green lenses rather than 
the ones used in theaters and 
with TVs. 

Based on an unscientific, 
online survey, the American 
Optometric Association 
estimates that 25 percent of 
Americans have experienced 
headaches, blurred vision, 
nausea or similar problems 
when viewing 3-D. 

TV makers do their own 
testing, but don’t publish 
results. Samsung warns on 
its Australian website that its 
3-D TVs can cause “motion 
sickness, perceptual after 
effects, disorientation, eye 
strain, and decreased postural 
stability.” The last part means 


viewers risk losing balance 
and falling. 

“We do not recommend 
watching 3-D if you are in 
bad physical condition, need 
sleep or have been drinking 
alcohol,” the site continues. 
Nintendo Co. says children 
aged 6 or younger shouldn’t 
play with its upcoming 3DS 
handheld gaming system 
with 3-D technology, 
because it might affect vision 
development. 

3-D screens and glasses 
create the illusion of depth 
by showing different images 
to each eye. That simulates 
the way objects that are at 
different distances in real life 
appear in slightly different 
places in each eye’s field of 
view. 

That’s enough for most of us 
to perceive a scene as having 


depth. But our eyes also look 
for another depth cue in a 
scene: They expect to need to 
focus at different distances to 
see sharply. 

More specifically, our eyes 
track an approaching object 
by turning inward, toward our 
noses. Bring something close 
enough, and we look cross¬ 
eyed. 3-D screens also elicit 
this response when they show 
something approaching the 
viewer. 

The problem is that as the 
eyes turn inward, they also 
expect to focus closer. But a 
screen isn’t moving closer, 
so the eyes have to curb their 
hard-wired inclination and 
focus back out. This mismatch 
between where the eyes think 
the focus should be and where 
the screen actually is forces 
them to work extra hard. □ 


Asahi Glass unveils super¬ 
strong smartphone cover 


TOKYO - Gorilla glass, meet Dragontrail. 
Asahi Glass Co., Japan’s largest glass maker, 
on Thursday unveiled a super-tough, scratch 
resistant cover for gadgets that it says is six 
times stronger than conventional glass. 

Called “Dragontrail,” the product represents 
Asahi’s intensified ambitions to grab a chunk 
of the surging global market for smartphones 
and tablets. All those devices need a durable 
sheath to protect what’s inside from the bumps, 
nicks and falls that inevitably come with use. 
The biggest player in the market now is 
Coming Inc., which makes the much-heralded 
“Gorilla” glass. 

Gorilla, a similarly ultra-strong glass, is used 
by more than 20 major brands in 200 million- 
plus cell phones and mobile devices, according 
to the New York-based company. It’s in 
Samsung’s Galaxy smartphones and tablets, 
as well as Motorola’s Droid phone and LG’s 
X300 notebook. 

It’s been mmored to be used by Apple Inc., 
but neither company has confirmed the much- 


discussed mystery. Corning says not all 
customers want to be identified. 

Gorilla has been a huge success for Coming 
since it picked up its first customer in 2008. It 
generated $80 million in revenue in 2009, and 
soaring demand could boost sales to $1 billion 
this year as the glass begins to migrate to high- 
end TVs. 

So how does Dragontrail stack up against the 
Gorilla? Asahi Glass executives weren’t saying, 
declining to make any direct comparisons with 
competitors. 

Instead, the company says Dragontrail matches 
the best products currently available and 
describes Dragontrail as a “superior substitute 
to conventional cover material.” It is multiple 
times stronger than soda-lime glass commonly 
used in windows, resists scratches and has a 
“beautiful, pristine” finish. 

A brief test by The Associated Press resulted 
in the glass showing virtually no damage after 
being scratched hard for several seconds with 
a key. 













Friday, January 21, 


UNPEOPLE & ARTS 



"American Idol” loses viewers despite make-over 



LOS ANGELES - A revamped 
“American Idol” dominated 
U.S. television on its first 
outing but lost millions of 
viewers despite the addition 
of celebrity judges Jennifer 
Lopez and Steven Tyler. 

Some 26.1 million Americans 
tuned in for the 10th season 
premiere of the singing 
contest, down 13 percent on 
last year’s opening show when 
nearly 30 million watched, 
according to Nielsen ratings 
data on Thursday. 

The numbers still crushed 
all other programing on 
Wednesday night. But after 
weeks of hype and curiosity 
over what producers called “a 


new era,” the numbers boded 
ill for hopes of restoring 
sparkle to the aging show and 
reversing a four years ratings 
slide. 

Television critics were mostly 
unimpressed with their 
first glimpse of Lopez and 
Aerosmith front man Tyler as 
they weeded out good singers 
from the thousands of early 
auditions without the caustic 
presence of British judge 
Simon Cowell. 

Cowell, the contest’s biggest 
star, quit in May to launch his 
own talent show on Fox later 
in 2011. 

In a column headlined “The 
end of ‘American Idol’ (for 


real this time),” Newsweek 
blogger Ramin Setoodeh 
wrote; “The entire franchise 
has gone to the land of 
Stepford, where everybody is 
so nice and sweet and happy 
and zippy, you feel a cavity 
coming on.’’Washington Post 
columnist Lisa De Moraes 
quipped “Good news! 
Nothing’s changed.” 

Stalwart “Idol” fans however 
were kinder, and appreciated 
the show’s change of emphasis 
to encourage wannabe singers, 
rather than putting them down. 
More in Entertainment 
The New Royals: Insight 
on Prince William & Kate 
Middleton’s wedding 


Fox’s Fringe’ a not-so-distant mirror of our era 



NEW YORK - On this planet, 
Americans are the ultimate 
outsiders. If you go back far 
enough, almost all of us come 
from families that crossed an 
ocean or braved long odds 
to get here. This is a land 
where memories of being on 
society’s edges inform our 
ability to be in the middle 
of it. No wonder, then, that 
the American entertainment 
tradition is rich with unusual 
explorations of what it means 
to be an outsider mirrors that 
distort our reflections and 
imagine what it might be like 
to be impostors in our own 
world. 

Consider George Bailey of 
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” who 
got an unsettling glimpse of a 
world where he never existed. 
Or “Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers,” in which aliens 
replaced a town’s residents 
with soulless replicas, one 


by one, until the originals the 
“real” human beings were 
pushed to the edges. 

Lately, compelling drama 
about the outsider-insider 
contrast is everywhere. 
The alien-invasion remake 
“V,” the vampires and other 
creatures of “True Blood,” 
the zombified versions of 
friends and family in “The 
Walking Dead,” even Clark 
Kent in “Smallville” all are 


meditations about who is “us” 
and who, exactly, isn’t. 

That’s why Fox’s “Fringe,” 
which returns at 9 p.m. ET 
Friday after a hiatus of two 
months, is so compelling. 
The law-enforcement-meets- 
unexplained events saga 
postulates a world two, if you 
include its parallel universe 
in which everyone seems to 
be struggling with how to 
belongQ 


Full coverage of the royal 
wedding on Yahoo! News 
Complete entertainment 
coverage 

“Congratulations! Last night’s 
premier was WONDERFUL,” 
a fan called 104333761 wrote 
in a posting on the official 
americanidol. com forums. 
“I am so excited that you 
took emphasis off of being 
snarky and cruel and put 
more interest in uplifting the 
contestants and allowing us 
to get to know a bit of their 
‘stories’. 

“American Idol” has been a 
major generator of advertising 
revenue to Fox television, 


and driven record sales 
and digital downloads with 
early discoveries like Kelly 
Clarkson, Carrie Underwood 
and Daughtry. 

But the show has lost about 
six million viewers over the 
past four years and recent 
winners have seen dismal 
sales for their debut albums. 
“American Idol” is produced 
by 19 Entertainment, a unit 
of CKX Inc., and by London- 
based FremantleMedia, a unit 
of Bertelsmann AG. Fox is a 
unit of News Corp. Universal 
Music Group is a unit of 

VivendO 



Sundance offers Oscar sneak 
peek a year in advance 


PARK CITY, Utah - It’s a winter ritual at the Sundance Film 
Festival: As organizers present this year’s crop of independent 
films, they’ll get to see how last year’s fared at the coinciding 
Academy Awards nominations. 

At least four dramas that premiered at Sundance a year ago 
including “Winter’s Bone,” “Blue Valentine” and “The Kids 
Are All Right” have strong prospects at Tuesday’s Oscar 
nominations, which come right in the middle of the 11-day 
festival. And seven of the 15 films on the short-list for the 
documentary Oscar nominations also debuted at Sundance in 
2010 . 

Robert Redford’s festival was started to give young filmmakers 
a showcase and help them connect with distributors to land 
their films in the real world. As the festival has grown, so has 
the quality and caliber of talent, and almost every year now, a 
few films emerge from Sundance to compete with the best of 
what the studios have to offer at the Oscars. 

The urban drama “Precious” won the top Sundance prize in 
2009 and earned six Oscar nominations last year, including 
best picture. It won the supporting-actress Academy Award 
for Mo’Nique. 

The Ozark crime tale “Winter’s Bone” earned Sundance’s top 
honor a year ago and now is in the running for a best-picture 
Oscar nomination, along with a best-actress slot for Jennifer 
Lawrence. 

“As you start to go down lists of films that came out in the last 
year, you look for that kind of raw creativity,” said festival 
director John Cooper. “That’s why something like a 'Winter’s 
Bone’ rises up and surpasses other less interesting Hollywood 
movies that came out.’Q 
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Housing and jobs numbers 
signal firmer economy 

WASHINGTON - U.S. home resales jumped more than 
expected in December and claims for new jobless claims last 
week posted their biggest decline in nearly a year, showing two 
key economic trouble spots on the mend. 

Other reports also offered reason for optimism, with mid- 
Atlantic factory activity holding up well and an index of leading 
indicators surpassing economists’ forecasts. 

The raft of positive data on Thursday renewed hope that 2011 
growth will surpass last year’s performance, which was not 
robust enough to put a meaningful dent in the nation’s elevated 
9.4 percent unemployment rate. 

“Most of the reports today were fairly good. For anyone skeptical 
about the U.S. recovery, these should ease concern,” said Kathy 
Lien, director of research at GTF Forex in New York. 

Despite the barrage of better news, stock prices were dragged 
lower by technology and materials shares. Bond prices dropped, 
pushing the benchmark yields that help determine mortgage 
rates higher. The U.S. dollar rallied. 

U.S. existing home sales soared 12.3 percent to an annual rate of 
5.28 million units as sellers cut prices, the National Association 
of Realtors said. Economists had only expected a rise to 4.85 
million. Still, a rise in distressed sales raised questions about the 
rebound’s sustainability. 

Applications for new jobless benefits posted their biggest 
decline in nearly a year, pointing to steady if slow improvement 
in the labor market. Claims retreated to 404,000 from 441,000 
in the prior week, the Labor Department said. 

The Philadelphia Federal Reserve Bank measure of Mid-Atlantic 
manufacturing showed a modest pullback to 19.3 in January 
from 20.8 in December, but strong underlying components. 
Prices paid jumped sharply as global commodity prices 
remained high. The new orders index more than doubled, while 
the survey’s employment index, though still soft, reached its 
highest level since April 2006. 

The Conference Board’s index of leading economic indicators 
spiking up 1 percent, above forecasts for a 0.6 percent gain. 
Strength overseas appeared to be helping the United States 
along by boosting demand for U.S. exports, a key goal set by 
President Barack Obama. China finished 2010 with a bang, 
with a report showing GDP growth surging to 9.8 percent in the 
fourth quarter released just as President Hu Jintao wrapped up a 
state visit to Washington. 

The U.S. economy has been growing for a year and a half but 
the pace of growth has not been enough to significantly lower 
unemployment, which stood at 9.4 percent in December.Q 


Morgan Stanley earnings rise 60 percent in 4Q 



NEW YORK - Morgan 
Stanley’s earnings rose 60 
percent in the last three 
months of 2010 on strong 
investment banking results. 
The New York bank earned 
$600 million after paying 
preferred stock dividends, or 
41 cents per share. Revenue 
rose 14 percent to $7.8 
billion. That was more than 
the 40 cents per share and 
$7.4 billion in revenue that 
analysts surveyed by FactSet 
expected.The stronger results 
announced Thursday marked 
a turnaround for the bank, 
which struggled to find its 
footing after the financial 
crisis. Last year, investors 
faulted Morgan Stanley for 
not profiting enough from 
investment banking and the 
stock market’s 2009 rally. 
At that time Morgan Stanley 
lagged well behind industry 
leader Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc. This time Morgan 
Stanley did better than its 
rivals. Goldman Sachs 
reported weak investment 
banking results Wednesday 
after leading fewer debt and 
stock underwriting deals. 
Goldman’s revenues fell 
12 percent in that business. 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.’s fees 
from underwriting stock deals 
fell 11 percent in the fourth 
quarter. 


By contrast, Morgan 
Stanley’s revenue from debt 
underwriting increased 15 
percent to $370 million, 
mostly from issuing more junk 
bonds. Revenue from stock 
underwriting rose 5 percent to 
$661 million. Morgan Stanley 
earned $1.1 billion from stock 
sales and trading, up from 
$774 million in the same 
period last year. Revenue 
from advising companies on 
deals fell 9 percent to $484 
million in the quarter. 

“Our clients are showing 
increased confidence in the 
economic recovery,” Morgan 
Stanley’s chief financial 
officer Ruth Porat said in an 
interview. 

The investment bank paid 
$16 billion in bonuses and 
other compensation to its 
employees in 2010, up from 
$14 billion a year earlier. 
The bank restructured how it 


compensates employees and 
can take back pay if employees 
don’t meet certain standards. 
Morgan Stanley also reduced 
the amount of cash bonuses it 
pays and increased the amount 
of deferred compensation. 
In 2010, the average amount 
of deferred compensation 
increased to 60 percent from 
40 percent in 2009. 

Revenues at Morgan Stanley’s 
Smith Barney brokerage rose 
to $3.4 billion from $3.1 
billion a year ago. Many 
retail clients returned to the 
brokerage in the quarter, 
resulting in an increase of 
$14.1 billion in assets. 

“Our retail clients tentatively 
started coming back in the 
summer and snapped out in 
the fourth quarter, leading to 
a big increase in assets,” said 
Porat. 

Morgan Stanley’s stock rose 
78 cents to $28.54.Q 


Google to ride busy holidays, laces growth question 


SAN FRANCISCO - Google Inc is expected 
to report a 22 percent jump in fourth-quarter 
revenue thanks to a busy holiday season, 
though it will face questions about long-term 
growth when it unveils results on Thursday. 
Shares of the world’s No.l Internet search 
engine underperformed the market in 2010 
but have gained roughly 6 percent in the past 
three weeks as investors anticipate that Google 
will benefit from healthy online advertising 
spending. 

“Any kind of pickup in activity in e-commerce 
should translate into strong search advertising,” 
said Yun Kim, analyst at Gleacher & Company. 
Looking further ahead, its money-making 
efforts outside of its flagship search business 
may prove increasingly important to investors. 
Google, which is facing increased competition 


from social networking giant Facebook and 
iPhone maker Apple Inc, has embarked on a 
recruiting and acquisition spree, adding more 
than 3,500 employees to its payroll in the first 
nine months of 2010 and buying dozens of 
companies. 

In October, Google gave investors what it 
said was a “one-time” peek at some of its 
businesses beyond search, showing that it was 
generating $2.5 billion in revenue from display 
advertisements on an annualized run rate, and 
$1 billion from its mobile business. 

That update helped reassure investors that the 
company’s efforts to diversify revenue beyond 
search advertising were bearing fruit, and 
Google’s shares jumped roughly 10 percent 
following the earnings conference call in which 
the company gave the figures.□ 































Woman can speak again after voice box transplant 



SACRAMENTO, Calif. - A 
woman is able to speak again 
after she had a rare operation 
to replace her voice box, her 
doctors said. 

Brenda Charett Jensen, 52, 
will reunite on Thursday 
with the international team of 
surgeons who performed the 
transplant last October. Jensen 
is only the second person in 
the world to have a successful 
larynx transplant. 


Jensen damaged her vocal 
cords more than a decade ago 
after she repeatedly pulled 
out her breathing tube while 
under sedation in the hospital. 
Before the transplant, the 
Modesto woman “talked” 
with the help of a handheld 
device that sounds like an 
electronic voice, but always 
yearned to speak with her 
natural voice. 

The operation last fall lasted 


18 hours over two days. 
Doctors replaced her voice 
box, windpipe and thyroid 
gland with that of a donor 
who died in an accident. The 
surgery was led by doctors at 
the University of California, 
Davis Medical Center 
and included experts from 
England and Sweden. 

The team spent almost 
two years training for the 
operation, honing their skills 


using animals and human 
cadavers. 

Two weeks after the 
transplant, Jensen voiced her 
first words in a hoarse tone: 
“Good morning” followed by 
“I wanna go home” and “You 
guys are amazing” to her 
doctors. 

Jensen has since been able to 
speak more easily, according 
to her doctors. She still 
breathes with the help of 
a tracheotomy tube and is 
relearning how to swallow. 
It’ll take some time before she 
can eat normally again. 

UC Davis paid for much 
of Jensen’s hospital-related 
expenses, which were not 
immediately disclosed. 

Doctors and staff donated 
their time. 

Not everyone who loses their 
voice is eligible for a voice box 
transplant. It’s still considered 
experimental and recipients 
have to take anti-rejection 
drugs the rest of their lives. 


Jensen was a good fit because 
she was already taking the 
drugs after a kidney-pancreas 
transplant in 2006, doctors 
said. 

Unlike life-saving heart or 
liver transplants, people can 
live many years without a 
voice box though a transplant 
would improve their quality of 
life. There haven’t been many 
voice box transplants done 
because they’re not covered 
by private or government 
insurance, said Dr. Gerald 
Berke of the UCLA Head and 
Neck Clinic, who had no role 
in Jensen’s care. 

In 1998, doctors at the 
Cleveland Clinic performed 
the world’s first successful 
larynx transplant, restoring 
the voice of Timothy Heidler 
after a motorcycle accident. 
Three years later, Heidler 
was speaking with a perfectly 
normal voice, his surgeon 
wrote in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. □ 


Bladder control problems more common in A0H0 



NEW YORK - Children with 
attention-deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD) may be 
more likely than their peers 
to have problems with 
bedwetting and other bladder 
control symptoms, a new 
study finds. 

Turkish researchers found 
that among 62 children with 
ADHD and 124 without the 
disorder, kids with ADHD 
scored considerably higher on 
a questionnaire on “voiding” 
symptoms problems emptying 
the bladder. 

In particular, they tended to 
have more problems with 
bedwetting and habitually 
feeling an urgent need to go to 
the bathroom. 

Some past research has 
suggested that up to 30 percent 
of children with attention 
deficit disorders have had 
problems with wetting 
themselves, either during the 
day or while sleeping what 


doctors call enuresis. 

The new findings suggest that 
“the incidence of all voiding 
problems, not only enuresis, 
increases in children with 
ADHD,” Dr. Ozgu Aydogdu, 
one of the researchers on the 
study, told Reuters Health in 
an e-mail. 

It’s not fully clear why that is. 
But it could have to do with 
the stimulant medications 
used to treat ADHD, or 
with the disorder itself, 
according to Aydogdu, of 
Ankara University School of 
Medicine in Turkey. 

A pediatric urologist not 
involved in the study said that 
it “helps shed a little light” 
on the association between 
ADHD and urinary problems. 
But the small size limits the 
conclusions that can be drawn, 
said Dr. Lane S. Palmer, chief 
of pediatric urology at Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center in 
New Hyde Park, New York. 


“I think people have known 
that there is this association, 
but it has not been well- 
catalogued,” Palmer told 
Reuters Health. 

He said that large studies 
are still needed both to 
pin down the incidence of 
bladder-control problems in 
children with ADHD, and to 
understand the underlying 
reasons. Medication side 
effects could be one factor, 
Palmer noted, but research is 
needed to confirm that. 

The current findings, 
published in the Journal 
of Urology, are based on 
questionnaires and symptom 
diaries given to the parents of 
62 children with ADHD and 
124 without the disorder who 
served as a “control” group. 
On average, children with 
ADHD scored an 11 on a 
questionnaire gauging urinary 
tract symptoms including 
bedwetting and habitually 


feeling an urgent need to 
urinate or to “hold” it in. 
In general, a score of nine 
or higher suggests bladder 
problems, according to the 
researchers. 

In contrast, the average score 
in the ADHD-free group was 
a three. 

When the researchers looked 
at the children’s symptom 
diaries, 22 percent of the 
ADHD group had problems 
like bedwetting or urinary 


incontinence over three days. 
That compared with 5 percent 
of the control group. 

Rates of ADHD vary widely 
by state, but up to 9.5 percent 
of U.S. children aged 4 to 17 
a total of 5.4 million kids in 
2007 have been diagnosed 
with ADHD, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Annual costs 
associated with the condition 
range from $12,000 to 17,000 
per child.Q 
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Doctor on duty 
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Dr. Sneek 


1:5827800 - 


FOR SALE OR 
RENT 2012 

Weeks 4 & 5 
$7000 per week 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Call 587-4000 
Room 222 
After January 21 
Call 920-7882750 
e-mail: 

ipenn34769@aol.com 

101047 


FOR RENT ? 

Paradise Beach Villas 5 

Wk 6 & 7 $850 p/w 
Town house 
2 bdrm, 2 bath #217 
wk 7 $500 

athached Studio #317 
Wk 8 $500 Studio #317 
Tropicana 
Wk 8 & 9 $600 p/w 
1 bdrm grand floor poolside 
#1537G 
297-745-5246 
e-mail: 

iceprincess3754@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE 

CASA DEL MAR 

Week 3 
Room 1521 
2 bdrm, 2 baths 

Tel. 582-7000 
Room 1516 
cforget@verizon .net 


FOR RENT | 

Marriott’s Ocean Club 
Full kitchen, 1 br, 
sleeps 4 

January 7-14, 2012 
January 14-21,2012 
Marriott’s Surf Club, 
OCEANFRONT, full 
kitchen, 2 br/2ba, 
sleeps 8 

January 21-28, 2012 
E-mail: spaldingr@att.net 


Cassie Bookshar 
HR Business Partner 

N.A. Water Systems, LLC 
and Biothane, LLC 
Airside Business Park 
250 Airside Drive 
Moon Township, PA 
15108 

Tel. 412.809.6064 
Facsimile:412.809.6512 
Cell: 412.298.7370 

cassie.bookshar@veoliawater.com 


191341 


FOR SALE 
BY OWNER 

Divi Phoenix week 3 Studio 
sleeps 4 $5900 and week 5 
Divi Village 1 br unit birdie 
2, 1 !4 bath pool side unit 
2109 equiry 15000 asking 
6500 wk 6 Divi Dutch 
Village stud Rm 118 $3600 
and wk 8 Divi Village 1 bd 
Rm 3201 $5900 
US 508-651-0016 


iyi344 

190011 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS: 
FOR SALE: great dea 

is now offering properties 
ils & fabulous prices! 




Best value in Tierra del 
Sol! expanded 3 BDR 2 story 
villa, Private pool. Huge 
upper Master suite w/fab. 

balcony! Dream home! 
w/expansion possibilities! 
Must SELL! Drastically 
reduced to $765,000. No 
reasonable offer refused. 

2 -story commercial building 
in PRIME LOCATION. 
Visible from 5 roads! ±400 
sq. meter (4000 sq foot) & 
lots of parking! Use it as a 
whole or split it up. Part. 
Financing available Price: 
$ 800,000 Also for rent. 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com - www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, All our listings are carefully selected 


FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

week 1, Presidential #1313, 
sleeps 6, partial ocean view 
$25,000.00 

e-mail: gkoons2@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 

RENAISSANCE ARUBA 

wk 4 - 2144 $9,500 
wk 6-2225 $11,000 
Call Jerry 583-6000 Rm2147 


190019A 


FOR SALE 

wk 6 Rm 202, 2 bd, 2 bath 
$11995 
Call 587-4000 
Rm 102 1/29-2/4 
Rm 202 2/4-2/12 
USA 1-508-883-9170 


FOR RENT 

2 bed/ 2 bath/ apart / 
furnished 
Palm Beach, pool, 
security 
Tel. 594-6797 


Iannis 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 

WATERPARK 

RESTAURANT 
NOW OPEN 

Low LOCAL Prices 

ENJOY YOURSELF 

RENTA 

WEEKEND 

Apartment OR VILLAS 

INCLUDED DINER AND LUNCH AND 
ENTRANCE WATERPARK 

NEW ENTRANCE 

follow the SIGNS WATERPARK on 
the Caya Betico Croes NEXT to 
the HOOIBERG STAIRS 

tel. 585 0550, 593 5281 

www.arubavacationpark.com 



'FAVI FUNDACION CU VISION 1 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Marriott Ocean Club 


1 Br Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

1 Br Platinum Ocean Front 

SI 5000 

2Br Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

§26000 

For Rent.lBr Platinum O.V. 7 March to 14 March 2011 $2500 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Br Platinum Garden View 

§19000 

2Br Platinum Ocean View 

§25000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Side 

§22000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

§35000 

3Br Platinum Ocean View 

$30000 

La Cabana Raquet Club 


2Br wk 3,4,5,6 room 346E O.F. 

§30000 each. 

Divi Phoenix 


1 Br wk 3 Room 501. O.V. 

§8000 

Stu wk 4 Room 107 P.O.V. 

§7000 

Stu wk 4 room 108 P.O.V. 

$7000 

1 Br wk 2 room 605 P.O.V. 

$17000 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1 /52 the whole year for 

$550000 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 4 room 2105 Pool View for 

$15000 

1 Br wk 7/8 room 4205 P.V. 

$25000 both. 

Occidental Resort 


Jr.Siute wk 1/17 Ocean view 

§10000 

1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2x 1 Br supreme wk 2/17 ocean F. 

$30000 both 

2Br supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

§30000 

3Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

§50000 

Renaissance siutes 


1 Br wk2/3 room 2309 P.0. 

§33000 both 

1 Br wk 3/4 Room 2142 H.V 

§10000 Each 

1 Br wk 4 room 2343 P.0 

§16000 

Paradise beach Villas 


1 Br wk 1 room 227 ocean front 

§16000 

2Br wk 2 room 207 pool/ocean 

§13000 

1 Br wk 3/4 Room 101 Pool /ocean 

§10000 each 

1 Br wk 5 room 320 P.0. 

§10000 

Riu Palace 


2Br wk 4 room 269 Ocean Front 

§25000 

1 Br wk 2 room 364 P.0. 

§8000 

Costa Linda 


2Br wk 3 room 4018 Ocean View 

§28000 

2Br wk 4 room 2029 Pool/ocean 

§26000 

Tiera del sol 


2Br 2Bath House for 

§550.000 


Many more weeks for sale 
cal 1=731 -2012 or562-0712 
Or e-mail me at 
iohnnypaesch@yahoo.com 



Pharmacy on duty 

Oranjestad: 



No. di Polis 
Oranjestad 

Noord 

Sta. Cruz 

Savaneta 

San Nicolas 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 

Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergencia 

Polis 

Brandweer 
Brandweer II 

Tipline di Polis 
Hospital 

OlES"* 

911 

100 

115 

582-1108 

11141 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police station 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Elmar 

583-3000 

Information 

118 

Kad aster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 


Cruise Ship 



21 Caribbean Princess 

21 Celebrity Millenium 

22 Island Princess 
22 Star Clipper 

Funerals 


AD Patres 
Aurora Funeral 
Mementomori 
The Olive Tree 


584-2299 

588-6699 

583- 3358 

584- 8888 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Fundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Womens Defecultice 
Fundation 
Tel: 583-5400 
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UN: 2010 tied for warmest 
year on record 



GENEVA - The warmest year 
on record is a three-way tie: 
2010, 2005 and 1998. 

So says the U.N. weather 
agency, providing further 
evidence Thursday that the 
planet is slowly but surely 
heating up. 

Average temperatures globally 
last year were 0.95 degrees 
Fahrenheit (0.53 Celsius) 
higher than the 1961-90 mean 
that is used for comparison 
purposes, according to World 
Meteorological Organization. 
That’s a bit lower than what 
the U.S. National Climatic 
Data Center announced earlier 
this month, but the World 
Meterological Organization 
also uses figures based on 


data collected by Britain’s 
Meteorological Office and 
NASA. 

“The 2010 data confirm the 
Earth’s significant long-term 
warming trend,” said Michel 
Jarraud, WMO’s top official. 
He added that the ten warmest 
years after records began in 
1854 have all occurred since 
1998. 

The average worldwide 
temperature for the 20th 
century was 57.0 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

But rising global temperatures 
over the last century are 
causing climate experts to 
worry. Most atmospheric 
scientists attribute the change 
to carbon dioxide and gases 


released into the air by 
gasoline-burning engines and 
other industrial processes. The 
gases tend to trap heat in the 
atmosphere like a greenhouse. 
The Geneva-based global 
weather agency noted that 
last year’s extreme weather 
notably the heat wave in 
Russia and monsoon flooding 
in Pakistan has continued into 
the new year. It also cited the 
heavy floods in Sri Lanka, 
the Philippines, Brazil and 
Australia as examples. 

The year 2010 also was the 
wettest on record, according 
to the Global Historical 
Climatology Network. But 
since rain and snowfall 
patterns varied greatly around 
the world, scientists say more 
research is needed to establish 
a link between the warmer 
temperatures with the unusual 
moisture. 

Land stations, ships, buoys at 
sea and satellites are all use to 
collect temperature readings. 
A “La Nina” condition took 
effect in the tropical Pacific 
Ocean in the last half of 2010, 
marked by below-normal 
temperatures. □ 


PURE & SENSUAL 

MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILI 

• Service 24 hours • Beautiful Girls 

• Special Massage Fantasy • Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Out call & in call service • Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• Private Sailing Trips • And much more 

Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL 1 561-5515 i 

m 

UflLLi UU 1 vv 1 v ! 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 

(anytime 



Strange Claim: The Sun Rose 
2 Days Early in Greenland 

Residents of a town on the western coast of Greenland may 
have seen the sun peek over the horizon 48 hours earlier 
than its usual arrival on Jan. 13, sparking speculation, and 
disagreements, over possible causes. 

The town of Ilulissat sits just above the Arctic Circle, meaning 
its residents had been without any sunlight for a good chunk 
of the winter, and traditionally they’d expect to see their “first 
sunrise” on Jan. 13. 

News that the sun had peeked over the horizon on Jan. 11 
appeared online in British and German-language publications 
and it appears to trace back to a story by the Greenland 
broadcasting company KNR that quotes residents who noticed 
the change. 

Of about half a dozen scientists contacted, most were unaware 
of the report, which was circulating on the Internet. They 
offered a number of hypothetical explanations, including 
an illusion caused by an atmospheric effect and conflicting 
opinions about whether global warming might be to blame for 
melting along the edges of Greenland’s ice sheet. With less 
ice, Greenland’s elevation may take a dip such that the sun 
would have less distance to travel before appearing over the 
horizon. 

How it works 

The sun comes up each day because Earth rotates once on its 
axis every 24 hours or so. Seasons are a result of Earth being 
tilted 23.5 degrees on its spin axis coupled with the planet’s 
365-day orbit around the sun. 

The Arctic Circle, a line at 66 degrees north, marks the latitude 
at which the sun does not set during the summer solstice (when 
the top half of our planet is facing directly toward the sun), the 
longest day of the year, nor rise during the shortest day of the 
year, the winter solstice. The farther north you move from the 
line, the longer the period of night-less summer or sun-less 
winter. Ilulissat is located about 3 degrees north of the Arctic 
Circle, so residents spend the middle of winter without any 
sunlight. 

At the North Pole, the sun rises only once a year - at the start 
of spring. It gets higher in the sky each day until the summer 
solstice, then sinks but does not truly set until late September, 
at the autumn equinox.□ 
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First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 

~ IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 



Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum 


24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * 


Massage Service | 


lllfe service Men, 
Women & Couples 


• We Guarantee 
• Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yap Yum * Yam Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum 


































ARUBA HOYIS'5 


Friday, January 21,2011 


Mejora panorama soberano 
para America Latina: Moody’s 


NUEVA YORK (Reuters) - 
La agencia Moody’s Investor 
Service dijo el jueves que tras 
el solido crecimiento de las 
economias de America Latina 
y el Caribe el ano pasado, las 
calificaciones para la deuda 
soberana de los paises de la 
region estan “listas para seguir 
avanzando en el 2011”. 

“El panorama crediticio 
que se presenta de estable 
a positivo para America 
Latina ha estado fiiertemente 
apoyado por el crecimiento 
economico de la region”, que 
han resistido pese a que las 
economias mas avanzadas 
“han experimentado una 
contraccion economica o 
un languido crecimiento”, 
dijo Patrick Esteruelas, 
vicepresidente de Moody’s y 
coautor del reporte. 

Aunque advirtio que aun se 
ven riesgos externos, “tambien 
vemos mejoras crediticias 
debido a las politicas menos 
expansionistas de los 
gobiernos y a la estabilizacion 
de los indicadores de deuda de 
los gobiernos”. 

El panorama al alza para la 
region se apoya tambien en 
los avances logrados en el 
2010, cuando 10 paises de 


la region vieron mejoras en 
sus calificaciones crediticias, 
en tanto que otros tres 
-Brasil, Colombia y Bolivia- 
recibieron perspectivas 

positivas, dijo la agencia. 
Esteruelas senalo tambien 
que aunque las calificaciones 
asignadas en el 2010 apuntan 
a mejoras para este ano, las 
decisiones sobre la deuda 
soberana en el 2011 “seran 
mas selectivas debido a 
que muchas de las mejoras 
crediticias de anos recientes 
ya se encuentran incorporadas 
en las calificaciones”. 

La agencia espera que America 
Latina siga creciendo a un 
ritmo saludable durante el 2011 
tras el solido desempeno en el 
2010 sustentado por una fuerte 
demanda local, condiciones 
extemas favorables, precios 
fuertes de las materias primas 
y “constantes y abundantes 
flujos de capital”. 

“Se espera que los paises de 
Sudamerica experimenten un 
crecimiento mas lento que en 
2010, mientras que los paises 
de Centroamerica y el Caribe 
registraran mayores tasas de 
crecimiento que reduciran 
la brecha que existe con 
sus vecinos del sur”, senalo 


Dominicana: 

Temen que peregrinaje 
propague colera 

SANTO DOMINGO (AP) - Las autoridades dominicanas 
aumentaron el jueves los controles para deportar 
indocumentados haitianos y evitar el colera, cuando 
miles de catolicos de ambos paises viajan al oriente de 
Republica Dominicana para celebrar el dia de la Virgen de 
La Altagracia. Como parte de la celebracion religiosa, que 
se realiza el 21 de enero, los peregrinos arriban hasta con 
dos dias de anticipacion y miles de ellos pemoctan en la 
explanada de la basilica de Higiiey, a unos 175 kilometros 
al este de Santo Domingo. 

El ministro de salud, Bautista Rojas, anuncio que 
estableceran clinicas moviles afuera de la basilica para 
dar atencion de urgencia a posibles casos de colera y otras 
enfermedades. Se ha prohibido la venta de alimentos 
caseros y que los peregrinos cocinen su comida al aire libre 
afuera de la iglesia, como lo hacen cada ano. Rojas aseguro 
que el entomo de la basilica tambien contara con letrinas, 
agua clorada, material higienico y folletos en espanol y 
creol con medidas para prevenir el colera. □ 



Foto de archivo de un operador en el parque de Santiago, oct 13 2008. La agencia Moody’s Investor 
Service dijo el jueves que tras el solido crecimiento de las economias de America Latina y el Caribe 
el ano pasado, las calificaciones para la deuda soberana de los paises de la region estan ‘listas para 
seguir avanzando en el 2011’. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado (CHILE) 


Esteruelas. 

En el frente politico, Esteruelas 
ve positivamente que algunos 
paises, especialmente 

Chile y Pern, establecieran 
“politicas macroeconomicas 
mas rigurosas en el segundo 
semestre del 2010 despues 
de haber mantenido politicas 


fiscales y monetarias de 
caracter expansionista 

durante 2009 y 2010”, indico 
el informe del analista de 
Moody’s. 

El reporte de Moody’s 
advierte que los principales 
riesgos para la perspectiva 
crediticia de America Latina 
son externos, en la forma de un 


menor crecimiento potencial 
de China que reduciria la 
demanda de productos de 
Latinoamerica, una lenta 
recuperacion de Estados 
Unidos y una mayor aversion 
al riesgo por parte del mercado 
en general, como resultado de 
las crecientes preocupaciones 
en la zona euro. □ 


Famllla de Pferez en Venezuela 
desea evitar juicio 


CARACAS (AP) - Los familiares residentes 
en Venezuela del ex presidente Carlos Andres 
Perez esperan llegar a un arreglo extrajudicial 
con la pareja e hijas del fallecido politico para 
evitar dirimir en un juicio la repatriacion o no 
de sus restos. 

Sin embargo, los preparativos de ambas partes 
continuaban en el tribunal para la primer 
audiencia prevista para el lunes. 

Carolina Perez Rodriguez, hija del ex 
mandatario, dijo a la AP en Caracas que a pesar 
de que el lunes se realizara la audiencia en una 
Corte de Florida, su familia aspira “llegar a un 
entendimiento” con Cecilia Matos, companera 
sentimental con la que el politico paso las 
ultimas decadas de su vida. 

El cuerpo de Perez no ha sido inhumado desde 
su muerte el 25 de diciembre porque la familia 
Perez Rodriguez, que integran la esposa Blanca 
Rodriguez y cinco hijos, presento un amparo 


ante la justicia de Florida pidiendo el traslado a 
Venezuela de los restos. 

Matos, quien vive en Miami, se nego a la 
repatriacion de su pareja asegurando que Perez 
no deseaba retomar a Venezuela mientras 
gobemara el presidente Hugo Chavez. 

Los abogados de Blanca Rodriguez pidieron 
que el juez aclare sobre que versara la audiencia 
del lunes, pues aunque consideran necesario 
que el juicio sea expedito, temen que si se entra 
a tratar directamente donde deseaba el finado 
que quedaran sus restos, no podran presentar 
de inmediato evidencias que comprueben la 
tesis de que era en Venezuela. 

En un documento del expediente judicial al que 
tuvo acceso AP, Blanca Perez expuso que como 
el cadaver se encuentra embalsamado, no corre 
riesgo de descomponerse y no es necesario 
que el mismo lunes se resuelva el destino que 
tendra. □ 
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Arawak Gardens presents - January 22 nd - starting 5pm 


Qdfine 


. I Gpi/lVdl 

Free entrance ♦ with live music!! 

Wine tastings! 


Tapas Bar and Restaurant ^ 


TapSs platter £or 2- voitK a 
1/2. l Sangria pitcLer! 
For onl^ S 30 r 

CKoice o£ £=> -tapas 




F&.EIEI kins, Mix™ "Dessert voitK 
purchase o-P any Value Meal 


E>6>Q (\oixed skew)er w>itK 
a cjass o-P Sangria 
•Por only I 19,95 


Jrishes & AAore^l 

The Restauramr ‘ 9 

3-course toenu .Por 
$ 2-1,15 per person 


THE 


Sea-Pood ftJso-t-to 

Ool^ P 2Js>- 


_ PIANO BAR 

ARUM • CURASAO • ST MAARTEN 

www.sbpranospianobar.com 

Live Piano placer 
and special cic,ar 
roller 


ZDMASLTJLAnmG 
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Pepia Est N.V. 


Arawak Gardens is located in the High Rise Hotel area 
across from the Occidental Hotel - J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 370-A 
For more information please call: (+297 ) 593 9955 
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WINE 
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